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Charles N. and Hilda H.M. Mason Law Library Dedication!

University of the District of Columbia

David A . Clarke School of Law
Barney Frank
Delivers 13th
Rauh Lecture
On Monday, April
18th, Congressman
Barney Frank delivered the 13th
annual Joseph L.
Rauh Jr. Lecture to
a standing room only crowd of 250.
Frank was introduced by Wade Henderson, Rauh Professor of Public Interest
Law at UDC-DCSL. (Photos and complete article will appear in the next ediOn Tuesday, November 16, more
than 500 Washingtonians gathered at
the University of the District of Columbia with a dual purpose: to celebrate
the dedication of the Charles N. and
Hilda H.M. Mason Law Library and
to demonstrate the support of the
bench, the bar, political leadership, and
the friends of the School of Law to the
ABA’s visiting Site Evaluation Team.
Speakers included D.C. Delegate
Eleanor Holmes Norton; UDC Board
of Trustees Vice-Chair Peter Rosenstein (who read portions of a congratulatory letter from D.C. Mayor Anthony
Williams); D.C. Council Chair Linda
Cropp; D.C. Court of Appeals Chief
Judge Annice Wagner; D.C. Superior
Court Chief Judge Rufus King, III;
UDC President William Pollard; D.C.
Bar President Jack Keeney and President-elect John Cruden; D.C. School
of Law Foundation Chair Michael
Rauh; and Council Chair Dave

Civil Rights attorney Thomas N. Todd,
above left, who delivered a riveting keynote address at the University’s Founder’s Day Convocation in February, will
deliver the 2005 Commencement address on Saturday May 14. Theodore
M. Shaw, head of the NAACP Legal
(Continued on page 8)

(Continued on page 5)

At Right, Mason Library Director Brian Baker,
Dean Shelley Broderick, and former D.C.
Councilmember Hilda H. M. Mason
VOL. 10, NO. 1

THE ADVOCATE

Honors Convocation Honorees,
Hon. Annise Wagner and Jonathan Smith, ‘84.
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At left, a dapper Charles N. Mason on hand for the Mason Library Dedication (pgs. 4-5).
In the middle, Michael Maggio, Dean Broderick and David Cole (pg. 9)
At right, UDC-DCSL Clinicians at a meeting with Cambodian Legal Educators (pg. 11)

It’s not all work at UDC-DCSL! At the Faculty Roast (pgs 28-29) above left, the McLain boys appear to be amused at their dad’s roasting. Above right, OCS Dena Bauman’s hair appears a
shade darker. And above left, Ann Richardson is singing about the law again.
The EJW Auction (pg. 32) is both work and play. Students Holly Smith and Leah Golshani above,
appear to be … bidding, Registrar Barbara Green and son Joseph were also serious bidders!

Above left LaRuby May, Hon. Inez Smith Reid, Hon. Julia Cooper Mack, Kim Fahrenholz and Dean
Broderick Celebrate Women’s History Month (pg. 42). Above right, Dr. Elena Tilley, LaRuby May,
Elaine Pryor, Nakia Waggoner, Stacey Cobb and Tiese Crawford Name UDC-DCSL’s
Black Law Student Association (BLSA) for Judge C. William Pryor (pgs.44-45)

At left, Debbie Anderson protests
JAG recruiting at UDC-DCSL for
their violation of DC Human Rights
Law (pgs. 46-47)
At right, Steve Larson-Jackson and
Linda Lee, Class of 1985, were
among two dozen of their ‘mates and
a hundred others at the recent alumni
reunion (pg. 48-49)
THE ADVOCATE

SPRING 2005

The Dean’s Corner

Dear Friends,
These are exciting times for the
University and for the School of
Law! In this edition of the Dean's
Corner, I want to relate some of the
major milestones achieved, progress
made and important new commitments received during the current
year. We also provided this information to the American Bar Association,
which will consider the School of
Law's application for the highest
level of accreditation at the Accreditation Committee meeting on April
29 and at the Council of the Section
on Legal Education Meeting on June
17, 2005. In short, as you and the
ABA will see, the University and the
School of Law are thriving!
University Accreditation
The Middle States Association’
site evaluation team conducted a site
inspection of the University, including the School of Law, in March and
determined that the University has
met all fourteen standards of excellence used by the Middle States team
and reaffirmed its ten-year accreditation. (March 2005)
The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE) awarded the first accreditation for the University’s Department
of Education, and certified nine different programs within the department: early childhood education, elementary education, special education,
English, foreign languages, mathematics, social studies, music and art.
(March, 2005)
The University’s Child Development Center received accreditation
by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children.
(March 2005)
The National League for Nursing Accreditation Commission accredited the A.A.S.N. programs in
nursing and dietetics. (February
2005)
The Accreditation Board of Engineering and Technology (ABET)
awarded full re-accreditation of the
VOL. 10, NO. 1

B.S. programs in civil engineering, electrical engineering
and mechanical engineering
and the A.A.S. programs in
architectural engineering technology and electronics engineering technology. (August
2004)
University Budget
Mayor Anthony Williams
added a 9.5% budget increase
for the University in its FY
2006 budget and $9.7 million
in its 2006 capital budget.
Dean Shelley Broderick with her Annice Wagner
The District of Columbia
“Pioneers” Award from the Bar Association of the
posted a projected $162.8 mil- District of Columbia, flanked by D.C. Court of Appeals
lion budget surplus for 2005
Chief Judge Annice Wagner and her law clerk Anna
and $395.1 million surplus in Marie Steward.
2006.
In this congratulatory letter on
munity participated including a member
the occasion of the dedication of the
of Congress; the D.C. Council Chair and
Law Library, November 16, 2004),
Mayor Anthony Williams reaffirmed most past and present D.C. Council memhis “full and unswerving commitment bers; both chief judges; the immediate
past, present and president-elect of the
and support for the David A. Clarke
D.C. Bar; the presidents of several volunSchool of Law” and pledged to
tary bars; law firm partners; public inter“continue to work hard to ensure
est and civil rights lawyers; and alumni
that the school receives the support
and friends.
necessary to allow it to rapidly earn
full ABA accreditation.”
Service to the Community
Applications and Credentials
1,172 applications were received for the 81 seats in entering
class in 2004 — an increase of 14%
when the national average decreased
by 5.5%. This year, the School of
Law has received 1,350 applications
(an increase of 15.2 %) for the class
entering in 2005 with the highest
LSAT and GPA numbers yet.

Students and faculty this year are
providing more than 70,000 hours of legal
services on behalf of the District of Columbia’s most vulnerable residents and its
public interest and public service organizations through the School of Law’s legal
clinics, Community Service Program, and
its unique, privately funded Summer Public Interest Fellowship Program.

Significant Facilities Enhancement

Mission-Driven and
Traditional Placement

The handsome, newly renovated and expanded Charles N. and
Hilda H. M. Mason Law Library was
dedicated on November 16, 2004,
during the ABA site inspection.
Four hundred members of the com-

Thirty-five percent of the School of
Law’s 2004 graduates are working this
year in a wide variety of public interest
and public service jobs, the second highest percentage, after CUNY Law School,
of any law school in the nation. Another
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Charles N. and Hilda H. M. Mason Law Library Dedication

Tom row from left, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton, DCSL Foundation Chair Michael Rauh, D.C.
Council Chair Linda Cropp, D.C. Court of Appeals Chief Judge Annice Wagner, D.C. Bar President-elect John Cruden, Mason grandson Stefan Nicholas, Esq. Row 2: D.C. Bar President Jack
Keeney and Carole Clarke. Row 3: David Splitt, D.C. Councilmember Adrian Fenty, Prof. Bill
Robinson, Susan Saunders-McKenzie. Row 4:
Hon. Julia Cooper Mack, UDC Board of Trustees
Vice Chairman Peter Rosenstein and UDC Trustee Lester Hyman. Row 5: D.C. Superior Court
Chief Judge Rufus King and Hon. William C.
Pryor. Row 6: UDC President William Pollard,
Michael Rauh, ABA Site Team Chair Michael
Davis, and Dean Shelley Broderick; Hilda Mason cutting the ribbon to her law library! And a
dapper Charles Mason and friend. At right,
Dean Broderick and Judge King lobby ABA
Chair Davis.
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Row 1: ABA team member Hon. Joseph Baca, David Colapinto, ‘88 and Prof. Colin Dunham; a
dream team of UDC-DCSL boosters, Hon. Annice Wagner, Jack Olender and Thomas Fortune Fay
chatting with Hon. Joseph Baca; Debbie Hanrahan, Wayne Turner and radio political analyst Mark
Plotkin. Row 2: Wade Henderson & UDC Board Member Eugene Kinlow, Jr.; Alum Jacky Swanson, ‘96 and son Miles Swanson, ‘05; Chief Judge, Special Tax Court, Peter Panuthos. At right,
Carolyn Nicholas with her mother, Hilda Mason. Below right, Hilda Mason with her former staff
member, UDC-DCSL Professor Joyce Batipps, ‘96. Bottom right, Prof. Derek Alphran and SBA
President Leericka Lucas.

Clarke’s widow, Carole Clarke. All
praised the Masons for their vision and
commitment, and all praised the School
of Law for its effective representation of
thousands of low-income Washingtonians and for its growing excellence. Dean
Shelley Broderick noted that each year
law students provide 70,000 hours of
free legal service—the equivalent of 35
full-time attorneys. The Mason’s grandson Stefan C. Nicholas, Esq. expressed
his family’s pride in the work of his
grandparents and their gratitude for the
appreciation shown to them.
Additional attendees included current Council Members Adrian Fenty,
Phil Mendelson, and Kathy Patterson;
former Council Members Sterling
Tucker, Wilhelmina Rolark, Frank
Smith and Betty Ann Kane; U.S. District Court Judge Richard Roberts; D.C.
Court of Appeals Judges Inez Smith
Reid and Eric Washington; Senior D.C.
Court of Appeals Judges Julia Cooper
VOL. 10, NO. 1

Mack and William Pryor; D.C. Superior Court judges Patricia Broderick,
Thomas Motley, Rafael Diaz, ’81 and
Mary Terrell; Special Tax Court Chief
Judge Peter Panuthos, Contracts Board
of Appeals Judge Matthew Watson,
Bar Association of D.C. President William Davis, Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights Executive Director Wade
Henderson, DCSLF Board memberJack Olender, many members of the
UDC Board of Trustees, the School of
Law Foundation Board, numerous
alumni, students, and other clients and
friends of the School of Law.
Born in 1972 as the Antioch
School of Law, the brainchild of Edgar
S. and Jean Camper Cahn, the publicservice law school now known as the
UDC David A. Clarke School of Law
would not have survived without the
tireless efforts of its adoptive parents,
Charles N. and Hilda H. M. Mason.
In 1986, at the suggestion of thenTHE ADVOCATE

5

(Continued from page 5)

D.C. Council Chairman Dave Clarke, Mrs. Mason, herself
then-chair of the District Council Committee on Education and
Libraries, instructed her staff to craft legislation to recruit and
enroll as students from groups underrepresented at the bar and
to train them, to the degree feasible, in a program of clinical
legal education. From that point forward, Mrs. Mason invested
an ever-increasing amount of her painstakingly accumulated
political capital into the cause of establishing and protecting
the School of Law. In this seemingly perennial process, she
was ably assisted by her husband and political partner, Charlie,
a full-time volunteer staff member and acknowledged master
of the District’s sometimes arcane legislative and fiscal processes.
With the rebirth of the Antioch School of Law as the District’s public law school, the Masons immediately began to
invest more than strictly political capital. Beginning with the
entry of the first class, before the bestowal of accreditation or
the start of federal financial aid, the Masons donated $100,000
per year for vitally important student scholarships made in the
names of civil-rights leaders and family members. Without
this support, students would not have been able to afford tuition, and the School might not have survived.
Hilda Mason’s retirement from public office by no means
spelled the end of the Masons’ support for the School of Law.
Attending all major events for a decade and a half until frail
health made it impossible, Hilda and Charlie remained actively
engaged, increasing their financial support of the School of
Law during the District’s financial crisis, and they have continued at that increased level as the institution drives for the
highest level of accreditation of the American Bar Association.
After the many speeches praising the Masons’ exIn all, the Masons have donated $4 million.
traordinary contributions, a feast was shared and the
crowd followed UDC President William Pollard and
Mrs. Mason to the Charles N. and Hilda H. M. Mason
Law Library for a ribbon cutting. The ceremony was
followed by a viewing of the Masons’ political and personal memorabilia, brilliantly installed throughout the
Library by prominent local artist Lou Stovall. These artifacts—open to public viewing—tell a story in photographs, plaques, and collage of a love between two people. Forged in the Civil Rights movement, it is a love
that has borne both personal and political fruit. The mementos document the power that can be released when
barriers of race, gender, and region can be bridged. It is
proof that love, respect, and cooperation between people can have lasting impact. Building on the similar interracial union of Edgar and Jean Cahn, who founded
the Antioch School of Law more than three decades
ago, the Masons have provided a number of vital links
in a living chain of events that has already led to the
provision of some measure of justice for literally thousands of seniors, children with special educational
needs, tenants, people with HIV, and others. With the
support of this community, this legacy will continue to
grow.
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Rep. Barney Frank (D-

(Continued from page 3)

50% are working in small and mid-sized law
firms, 5% in business, and 10% are in judicial
clerkships.
The average starting salary for law graduates
nationally during 2002 and 2003, the most recent
year for which data are reported, was $57.500.
The School of Law’s salaries for those two years,
whether or not the graduate had yet taken or
passed a bar examination, were quite close, averaging $54,500, notwithstanding the high percentages of placement in public interest and public
service jobs.
Increased Financial Support
The School of Law’s operating budget rose
by 5% this year to $2,071,375, with a total budget
of $6,781,791. The School of Law’s Foundation
provided $453,191 of this amount in 2004 for
scholarships, clinical programs, summer public
interest fellowships, the Rauh Professor of Public
Interest Law, and for other purposes. A similar
amount will be provided this year. The School of
Law also added a director of development this
year, who will help to enhance private fund raising efforts.
In February, 2005, the School of Law received a gift of $250,000 from a long-time donor.
Alumni giving doubled between 2002 and
2004 with 19% of known alumni now participating. Alumni giving has increased by 100%, from
$40,000 to $80,000, in contributions received.
President William Pollard pledged that the
School of Law will receive an annual budget increase of at least 3% to 5% for the years 20062008 to demonstrate his determination to satisfy
Accreditation Standard 201(a) regarding the need
for present and anticipated resources adequate to
sustain a sound program of legal education and
accomplish the school’s mission. In addition,
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke has approved a search
for a director of student services for the School of
Law to commence in the fall of 2005.
The grant of full ABA accreditation will further accelerate the School of Law’s progress and
allow it to move quickly to meet its full potential
as the District of Columbia’s only public law
school, serving the legal needs of vulnerable residents and training the leaders of the next generation. We look forward to achieving full accreditation and moving rapidly forward!
— Shelley
VOL. 10, NO. 1

Broderick

MA), one of the leading liberal
Democrats in the House of Representatives, is the most prominent openly gay politician in the
United States and serves as the
ranking Democrat on the Financial Services Committee.
Frank has been outspoken
on many human rights issues
including gay and lesbian rights.
He said in a 1996 interview:
"I’m used to being in the minority. I’m a left-handed gay Jew.
I’ve never felt, automatically, a member of any majority."
The Congressman has focused his efforts on opposing discrimination, providing fair treatment for immigrants, improving both the
quantity and quality of healthcare in the U.S., and formulating an
international economic policy that combines support for economic
growth with respect for economic fairness and environmental protection. He frequently writes about politics with an emphasis on
how people can best seek political change. He has advocated not
just for gay rights but champions civil rights wherever they are
threatened.
In his freshman year in Congress, he was voted the outstanding
freshman in a survey conducted by Public Television, and a recent
evaluation of Congress, The Almanac of American Politics, described Frank as "one of the intellectual and political leaders of the
Democratic Party in the House, a political theorist and pit bull at
the same time." Politics in America noted "Frank's penchant for
trying to match liberalism with hard nosed pragmatism in order to
move the legislative ball."
In 2004, a survey of Capitol Hill staffers published in Washingtonian magazine gave Frank the title of the most intelligent member
of the House of Representatives.
Barney Frank was born in Bayonne, New Jersey and was educated at Harvard College, graduating in 1962. He taught undergraduates at Harvard while studying for a PhD but left in 1968, before completing his degree, to become the Chief Assistant to Mayor
Kevin White of Boston, a position he held for three years. He then
served for one year as Administrative Assistant to Congressman
Michael J. Harrington.
In 1972 Frank was elected to the Massachusetts Legislature,
where he served for eight years. During that time, he entered Harvard Law School and graduated in 1977. In 1979 he became a
member of the Massachusetts Bar, before being elected to Congress
in 1980 in the 4th District of Massachusetts. In 1987 he spoke publicly about his sexuality for the first time.
While in state and local government, Frank taught part-time at
the University of Massachusetts Boston, the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard and at Boston University. He
published numerous articles on politics and public affairs, and in
1992 he published Speaking Frankly, an essay on the role the Democratic Party should play in the 1990s.
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Defense Fund, will deliver the School of Law’s
Honors Convocation speech on Friday, May
13th. This year’s honorees will be DC Court of
Appeals Chief Judge Annice Wagner and Jonathan Smith, Executive Director of the D.C. Legal Aid Society and a member of the Antioch
School of Law Class of 1984.
Mr. Shaw is the Director-Counsel and
President of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF), the nation's premier
civil rights law firm. On May 1, 2004, Shaw became the fifth person to lead the organization in
its 64-year history.
Shaw joined LDF in 1982. He directed
LDF's education docket and litigated school desegregation, capital punishment, and other civil
rights cases throughout the country. In 1987, he
established LDF's Western Regional Office in
Los Angeles, and served as its Western Regional
Counsel. In 1990, he left LDF to join the faculty
of the University of Michigan Law School, where
he taught constitutional law, civil procedure, and
civil rights. In 1993, on a leave of absence from
Michigan, he rejoined LDF as Associate Director-Counsel.
Shaw was lead counsel in a coalition that
represented African-American and Latino student-intervenors in the University of Michigan
undergraduate affirmative action admissions
case. In 2003, the U.S. Supreme Court heard that
case, along with one challenging the use of affirmative action at the University of Michigan
Law School. The Court ruled in favor of diversity
as a compelling state interest.
Shaw graduated from Wesleyan University
with honors and from the Columbia University
School of Law, where he was a Charles Evans
Hughes Fellow. Upon graduation, Shaw worked
as a trial attorney in the Civil Rights Division of
the U.S. Department of Justice from 1979 until
1982. He litigated civil rights cases throughout
the country at the trial and appellate levels and in
the U.S. Supreme Court. Shaw resigned from the
Justice Department in protest of the Reagan Administration's civil rights policies.
Shaw has testified before Congress and before state legislatures on numerous occasions. He
has been a frequent guest on television and radio
programs, and has published numerous newspaper, magazine and law review articles. He also
has traveled and lectured extensively on civil
rights and human rights in Europe, South Africa,
South America, and Japan. He currently serves
on the Legal Advisory Network of the European
8
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Roma Rights Council, based in Budapest, Hungary.
The National Bar Association’s Young
Lawyers Division recently presented Shaw with
the A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr., Memorial
Award. He also received the Lawrence A. Wein
Prize for Social Justice from Columbia University. Further, he was awarded the Baldwin
Medal, the highest honor given by the Wesleyan
University alumni body, for extraordinary service to the University and the public interest. He
served on the Wesleyan Board of Trustees for
15 years, and was Senior Vice Chair of the
Board when he retired from the board in June
2003.
Shaw is a member of the bar in New York
and California, and is admitted to practice before the U.S. District Courts for the Central and
Northern Districts of California, the U.S. Courts
of Appeals for the Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Ninth,
Tenth and Eleventh Circuits, and the United
States Supreme Court. He is an adjunct professor of law at Columbia Law School, and the second appointee to the Phyllis Beck Chair at Temple Law School, which he held during the 2003
spring semester. He was the second recipient of
the Haywood Burns Chair in Civil Rights at
CUNY School of Law, which he held for the
1997-1998 academic year.
Thomas Todd is an activist attorney
widely known as “TNT” for his oratorical skills.
He served as a lawyer in the U.S. Army from
1964 to 1967 and joined the staff of the U.S. Attorney's Office in Chicago in 1967. In this capacity, Todd made history when he developed
the first criminal case against a Chicago policeman for deprivation of an individual's civil
rights in 1968.
Todd organized and established the first
Civil Rights Office in a local U.S. Attorney's
Office in 1969. United States v. Gorman, the
first federal criminal case against a Chicago police officer ended in a hung jury in 1971. Todd
was the first full-time black law professor at
Northwestern University, where he taught from
1970 to 1974.
Todd has been admitted to practice law before many courts, including the Louisiana Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Military Appeals, The Illinois Supreme Court and the U.S.
Supreme Court. A powerful spokesman for civil
rights, Todd was president of the Chicago Chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in 1971 and president of Operation PUSH
from 1983 to 1984.
SPRING 2005

Center for Immigration Law and Practice (CILP)

From left: Michael Maggio receiving the Dean’s Cup from Shelley Broderick, Maggio again, David Cole, and David Rivera

Last fall CILP hosted a gala reception at the David A. Clarke School of
Law to recognize those individuals and
churches, including St. Paul’s, that
have made the program possible over
the last three years. Attended by approximately 100 people, the reception
also honored Michael Maggio, ASL
‘78, one of the country’s foremost immigration law practitioners, and a key
supporter of the program. Dean Shelley Broderick presented the Dean’s
Cup to Michael and Prof. David Cole
of the Georgetown University Law
Center gave an inspiring address.
Under the supervision of David
Rivera, the Center continued an active
practice during the first semester of the
2004-05 academic year, providing immigration legal assistance to newcomers seeking asylum, green cards, family
reunification and naturalization. Assisting in these efforts was Sean
Canavan, ‘06.
The Center also obtained its own
501(c)(3) designation as a tax exempt
organization under the Internal Reve-

nue Code. Law students, under the
supervision of Prof. Laurie Morin,
prepared the application.
On November 20, David Rivera
spoke at the District of Columbia’s
Public Defender Service’s 40th Annual Deborah T. Creek Criminal Practice Institute. His panel was entitled
Immigration Matters: Defending Noncitizens: What Every Criminal Defense Attorney Needs to Know. Mr.
Rivera, who began his career as a
public defender in Minnesota, shared
the presentation with Lory D.
Rosenberg, a former member of the
Board of Immigration Appeals, now
director of NLADA’s Defending Immigrants Partnership and an adjunct
professor at American University’s
Washington College of Law.
Earlier this year, Mr. Rivera was
involved in assisting an abused alien
to escape the home where she had
been kept as an unpaid domestic servant by a Nigerian medical doctor.
Mr. Rivera was a witness at the doctor’s trial, which was completed on

November 18. The Washington Post
reported in the Metro section for November 19, 2004, that the doctor was
convicted of harboring an undocumented alien, but acquitted of the enslavement charge. Her former husband,
who was alleged to have raped the victim, fled the U.S. and returned to Nigeria. The article noted that since 2000,
federal prosecutors in Greenbelt, MD,
have obtained at least half a dozen convictions in forced-labor cases. CILP is
proud to report that its attorney played
a role in one of them.
CILP is also proud to be part of a
unique partnership between a public
law school and a faith community. At a
time when all institutions that provide
social services are facing increased financial pressures, this partnership is a
creative endeavor that makes possible
a program that neither the Lutheran
community nor the UDC David A.
Clarke School of Law could provide on
its own.
Clockwise from left: David Coles watches
as Carolyn Waller, ‘77 stands at right of:
Lutheran awardees; Candace Kattar, ‘81,
wife and law partner of Michael Maggio;
Gena’ve Remirez, Michele Harewood,
Todor Hinov and Carlos Piovanetti take a
bow; Maggio, Cole and Broderick; Francesco Isgro, ‘82; and at top left, Carolyn
Waller (2nd from rt.) and Mary Brittingham, ‘80 (at right).
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National Innocence Network Conference at UDC-DCSL
Dean Shelley Broderick and
the David A. Clarke School of Law,
together with the Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project, hosted the 2005 National Innocence Network Conference over the first weekend in April.
The Innocence Network is an
association of innocence projects and
other individuals and organizations
that work with prisoners who claim
they are innocent of the crimes for
which they are incarcerated. The investigatory work is carried out by
student groups in law schools.
Some members evaluate those
claims and, if found to have merit,
take the cases back into court to
prove innocence. Other members
work to help former inmates adjust to
a society that they may have left ten,
twenty or more years ago.
The first innocence project was
founded more than ten years ago by
Barry Scheck and Peter Neufeld at
the Cardozo School of Law in New
York City. Both men introduced the
use of DNA evidence to free wrongfully convicted felons and took the
science from the lunatic fringe of
criminal justice to a mainstream
method for determining factual guilt
or innocence. Both Scheck and Neufeld, who are now famous for their
work, attended the conference. Their
Cardozo Innocence Project is now
separate from the law school. It continues to investigate cases of innocence as well as provide information
and guidance on DNA and its uses in
identifying criminals and excluding
people who could not possibly be
guilty.
The conference opened on Friday, April 1, with a panel that included Kirk Bloodsworth and Darryl Hunt. Bloodsworth was the first
person to be released from Death
Row through DNA evidence.
Bloodsworth, an exoneree from
Maryland, served eight years for raping and killing a nine-year-old girl.
Convicted in 1985, before DNA test10

ing was available, Bloodsworth had
to talk his attorney into trying DNA
testing to prove his innocence.
Hunt, who spent nineteen years
in prison before DNA evidence
proved him innocent, had been convicted of a particularly brutal rape
and murder. Hunt, who was sentenced to life in prison in two separate trials in North Carolina, spent ten
additional years incarcerated after
DNA evidence proved he wasn’t the
rapist, even though the real perpetrator had confessed. A black teenager
at the time he was convicted, Hunt
was identified as the perpetrator by a
former Ku Klux Klan member and
convicted by an all-white jury.
This year’s conference focused
on honoring exonerees, and thirteen
attended. Besides Hunt and Bloodsworth, other exonerees attending included Beverly Monroe. Beverly
Monroe is no stranger to UDCDCSL. She and daughter Katie Monroe, a local attorney, have spoken
here as guests of the school’s Innocence Project. Katie was a recent law
school graduate when her mother was
convicted of killing her lover and
sentenced to twenty-two years in
prison. Katie left her job as a law
clerk to a judge to devote herself full
time to freeing her mother. Katie’s
education as an appellate attorney
was just beginning, and it took the
help of friends, other family members, and finally an experienced appellate attorney to free Beverly. After
spending seven years in prison, Beverly was freed on the grounds of police and prosecutorial misconduct. It
took another three years before the
Commonwealth of Virginia decided
to drop all charges against her.
Women are also wrongfully convicted of crimes. DNA evidence is
usually not available to them. In an
odd form of what might be termed
sex discrimination, because of the nature of the crime, DNA evidence is
almost always a way of proving guilt
or innocence in rape.
THE ADVOCATE

Daniel Medwed, professor of law
at The University of Utah’s Quinney
College of Law and chair of the conference planning committee, emceed Friday night’s festivities. Colin Dunham,
UDC-DCSL adjunct professor of
criminal procedure and trial advocacy
and criminal defense attorney, welcomed Friday’s attendees to the school
on behalf of Dean Broderick. Broderick greeted conference-goers on Saturday, before the series of technical and
general panels began.
One of those panels, and Saturday
night’s film, After Innocence, focused
on the lives of exonerees after they
were released from prison. The film
was a featured documentary at this
year’s Sundance Film Festival. It captured the difficulties of people who had
done nothing wrong yet had lost their
jobs and homes, years of their lives,
and whatever security they had from
believing that only guilty people are
thrown into jail and that our criminal
justice system works.
People came to the conference
came to share knowledge and also to
share emotions. One conference-goer,
sobbing, embraced one of the clearly
tired conference planners and thanked
her for all of the hard work that had
gone into the event. The attendee was a
neighbor of a man who had been
wrongfully convicted, and then exonerated. As we were all reminded, beneath
all of the science and strategy sessions
and the appearances in court, human
lives are impacted and years of those
lives wasted when the criminal justice
system doesn’t work or is purposely
subverted for political reasons.
The exonerees, and those who
came to the conference to honor them
and to dedicate themselves anew to the
work of innocence projects, drew
strength from one another and left to
continue the work that brought them
together for the weekend. It was a
weekend of rededication and recommitment to a much-needed facet of our
criminal justice system.
- Debbie Anderson, ‘05
SPRING 2005

Cambodian
Clinicians
Visit UDC-DCSL
Cambodia has struggled mightily to
rebuild its legal and judicial systems
after the profession—one of many—
was destroyed by the Khmer Rouge.
Last semester, a group of Cambodian
law professors consulted with UDCDCSL and other area clinical law professors about the issues facing the
country’s legal and legal educational
systems. The older gentleman pictured seated second from right at
right, and at bottom right speaking
with UDC-DCSL Prof. Louise
Howells, survived the slaughter by
working for years as a farmer and hiding the fact that he was a lawyer!
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UDC-DCSL Law Review Education Symposium
On Friday, October 29, 2004, the UDCDCSL Law Review sponsored a Symposium
entitled “Educating At-Risk Children in the
21st Century.” Panel topics included the No
Child Left Behind Act, School Finance Reform, Special Education, Federal and State
Education Vouchers, and Charter Schools. Judith Winston of Winston, Withers & Associates was the luncheon keynote speaker. James
Forman, Jr., Professor at the Georgetown
University Law Center, delivered a phenomenal capstone keynote address. The Hon. Arthur L. Burnett, Sr., Senior Judge at the District of Columbia Superior Court, served as
moderator for the Special Education panel.

Dean Shelley Broderick
opened the Symposium, setting the tone for scholars, students, and the public-at-large
to engage in spirited dialogue
on these very important topics. The No Child Left Behind and Voucher panels in
particular produced intriguing
debates, regardless of one’s
personal stand on the topics.
Attendees left the event energized, well-informed, and
ready to continue advocating
for their causes.

Symposium panelists Gary Ratner, founder and executive director of
Citizens for Effective Schools, Inc.
(CES), Rebekah Gleason, director of
Child Advocacy Clinic, Florida
Coastal School of Law, Marsha
Levick and Robert G. Schwartz, legal
director and Executive Director of the
Juvenile Law Center, and Sheri
Meisel, Ph.D., Candace Cutting, M.
Ed. and Peter F. Leone, Ph.D., have
written articles for the Law Review’s
upcoming Symposium Edition, which
is expected to be available in late
spring or early summer 2005.

Top Row: Dean Kern, Nelson Smith, Ariana Quinones-Miranda, ‘94, and panel moderator James Fox, UDC Dept. of Education. Middle row: Dan
Fuller of the Nat’l School Board Assn., Krista Kafer of the Heritage Foundation, Elizabeth Greczek of University Legal Services, Dr. Tom Spencer of
Fight for Children, Iris Toyer of Washington Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights, and Michelle Walker of the Office of D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams. Bottom Row: Moderator UDC Provost Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke, Derek Black of the Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights Under Law,
Nancy O’Brien of the National Education Association, and Noah Wepman of the Office of the Secretary of Education.
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Above, and below center, Capstone speaker James Forman. Below, clockwise from upper left: Nakia Waggoner, ‘05, Forman; two guests of the
School of Law; Law Review staff members Pascha Eatedali, ‘06, Sorena Fallin, ‘05, Matthew Bromeland, ‘06, an unknown person and Travis Mayor,
‘05: Law Review Executive Board members Rica McKeveny, Travis Mayor, Cherita Gonzales, John Geddie, Gena’ve Ramirez and Mona McKenzie;
Prof. Joe Tulman and Todd Burns, ‘06; and Daphne Brown, ‘06. A pensive Alton Williams, ‘05, is in the center.

13
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Judith Winston

Above from left, Judge Arthur Burnett, and students Sebastian Krop and Martha Coble-Beach. Below, at left, Dr. Arlene King-Berry, ASL ‘87,
Rebekah Gleason of Florida Coastal School of Law Child Advocacy Clinic, Marsha Levic of the Juvenile Law Center,
and Sherie Maisel of the National Center on Education, Disability and Juvenile Rights
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UDC-DCSL Law Review Education Symposium
(Continued)

At top, Moderator Joe Tulman at far left with LySandra Lopez of Citizen’s Commission for Civil Rights, Gary Ratner of Citizens for Effective
Schools, Sue Heath of Wrights Law and Leigh Manasevit of Brunstein & Manasevit . Middle row: unidentified guests of the School of Law and Zollie Stevenson, Jr. of the U.S. Department of Education. Bottom left, UDC-DCSL students Dipti Pidiki and Suraya Colbert, ‘06. Bottom right, in
foreground D.C. special education lawyer Brian Gruber, ‘97—in background is Holly Joseph, ‘02.
15
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Stephen Bright Return

Abramson Foundation Reception

On October 28, 2004, as he has nearly every year, renowned capital defense attorney and activist Stephen
Bright, of the Southern Center for Human Rights
(www.schr.org), has paid a call on UDC-DCSL to update students, faculty, alumni and others on capital
defense issues and to inspire us to take action on the
death penalty. (Photos above and below.)

Former D.C. Bar President and long-time Chair of the D.C.
School of Law Board of Governors Fred Abramson was much
respected and loved throughout the District’s legal profession.
After he died in 1991 from AIDS, his friends and colleagues created the Abramson Foundation in his memory. The foundation
raises funds to support talented D.C. public school students with
college scholarships and recent law graduates in D.C. public interest jobs. Dean Broderick, Professor Joyce Batipps, and several other School of Law alumni are on its Board, and a number
of School of Law alums have received Abramson Foundation
support. At right, many D.C. notables gathered to honor Abramson Fellows.

Above, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton, Dean Shelley Broderick, Arnold & Porter
partner and Abramson Foundation President Irv Nathan, and Abramson Foundation Board Member Jeff Bauman pose beside a photo of Fred Abramson.
Below, a few of those in attendance at the recent UDC Window Room reception.
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Above, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton, and Abramson Foundation fellowship winners. At right, alumnus Jonathan Smith, ‘84, Director of
the D.C. Legal Aid Society, chats with former President of the D.C. Bar & Abramson Board Member Andy Marks.

Above, left, alumna Tammy Seltzer (a.k.a “the Taminator”) who is wearing glasses, chats with friends. By day, The Taminator is a staff
attorney at the Bazelon Center for Disability Rights and a former Abramson Foundation Fellow.
Above right, Jonathan Smith and Dean Broderick flank two of the fellowship winners.

Above left, florid words were apparently spoken. At right, famed criminal defense lawyer Bob Watkins listens to DCSL Foundation Board
Member Dan Edelman make a point to Abramson Board Member Michael Lewis.
17
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Clinic Highlights
Government
Accountability Project

congressional legislation to
affect the whistleblower
policies of Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs). Anya has
also elected to explore ways in which
provisions under the Sarbanes-Oxley
Act might benefit these institutions.

Caroll Donayre: Caroll has become a valuable asset to the Office
of General Counsel and Litigation.
Working closely with our General
Counsel, Joanne Royce, and (Clinic
Professor Karen Hughes.) Carol undertook the difficult task of reviewing nearly 100,000 pages of discovery documents to protect privileged
client information. She has also prepared a comprehensive memo detailing ways to protect the privacy rights
of our whistleblower clients.

GAP Professor Karen Hughes

Back as an “external” UDC-DCSL
Clinic, students are once again earning
clinical credit for work with the Government Accountability Project (GAP)
which protects the public interest
through promoting government and
corporate accountability, advancing
occupational free speech and ethical
conduct, defending whistleblowers,
and empowering citizen activists.
Through GAP’s educational program
students are trained in legal advocacy
skills while simultaneously working on
cutting edge issues of national and international importance and broad public interest.
GAP supervising attorney, Karen
Hughes writes, “We are pleased to welcome ‘student attorneys’ from the University of the District of Columbia,
David A. Clarke School of Law. GAP
is proud to lend continued support to
the historical relationship between this
exceptional institution and our organization. Many of our founding advocates are graduates of the law school’s
predecessor, Antioch School of Law.“

Jennifer Donaldson: Jennifer has
been working closely with Billie Garde
(ASL ’86) and associates Jason Zuckerman and Aoife O’Neill developing
arguments to support clients pursuing
claims under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Jennifer is also looking
at the issue of sovereign immunity to
help the attorneys prepare for litigation
in the state of Alaska.

Ms. Hughes provides the following
snapshots of student work:
Anya Ahaghotu: (not pictured) is
working closely with our International
Program and its director, Melanie
Oliviero, Anya is making inroads into
the possibility of using United States
VOL. 10, NO. 1

Caroll Donayre
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Pasha Eatedali: We are pleased to
see Pasha working closely with Tom
Devine (ASL ’80), our Legal Director, and one of our founding advocates. Pasha has written a comprehensive overview of the history of
cases before the Merit Systems Protection Board (“MSPB.”) We are
grateful to Pasha for his efforts and
assistance on behalf of the Office of
General Counsel and Litigation in
preparing for a District of Columbia
whistleblower trial scheduled to begin in June. I am proud to say that
Pasha has also volunteered to complete assignments in several other
program areas.
Joseph Kelly: Already a passionate
advocate for worker rights, Jo is
lending his skills and dedication to
GAP’s Nuclear Program, director
Tom Carpenter (ASL ‘86) and our
Executive Director Greg Watchman. Jo has made significant headway into exploring regulatory limita18
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given significant litigation preparation
responsibilities under the supervision
and tutelage of Jason Zuckerman of
Clifford & Garde. Roy has delved into
some very complex legal issues—

About the UDC
David A. Clarke
School of Law
Clinical Program
UDC-DCSL is unique.
At most other schools, learning
to practice law by representing
real people under the watchful
eye of an experienced law
professor is optional.

Joseph Kelly

tions and challenges facing the Department of Labor. Additionally, Jo is assisting the litigation unit and the Nuclear Program in the development of
case strategies for clients at the various nuclear facilities around the country. Jo has elected to develop assignments where he also identifies a need
for further clarification and understanding regarding issues affecting the
Nuclear Program.

At UDC, clinical work is not
optional — it’s a requirement.

including qualified immunity of state
officials, state discrimination laws, jurisdictional and forum selection as well
as defamation. Roy has completed several memoranda of law, which have already become valuable assets to the litigators.

All UDC-DCSL law students
provide a minimum of 700 hours
of public service legal representation in at least two of the
School’s in-house legal clinics.
This work is in addition to the
minimum 40-hour Community
Service Requirement.
In clinic, students represent
children with special educational
needs, seniors, tenants and tenant organizations, consumers,
people affected by HIV or AIDS,
and community organizations
and businesses.

Nirupama Kulkarni: Nima has expressed an interest in international policy and worker rights and this enthusiasm shows in her contributions to
GAP. We are grateful for her comprehensive analysis of the MDBs and
their whistleblower policies. We expect that this document will become a
foundational piece that will help our
International Program develop better
ways to assist our international financial whistleblowers.
Roy John Levy: Roy has been
19

Others students work with local
or national legislators or advocacy organizations to
create law in Legislation Clinic.
Sara Hussain, ‘05
As

Rachel Mace: Working with the guidance of Tom Carpenter and Greg
Watchman, Rachel is providing important analysis in the area of 42 U.S.C.
§1983 (“color of law”) claims for our
Nuclear Program. This issue is the

a result of the required clinical program, all UDC-DCSL students are sensitized to how the
American legal system works —
and often does not work — on
behalf of poor people and the
public interest.

(Continued on page 20)
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Clinic Highlights
foundation of many of our cases, and
the research and analysis provided by
Rachel will assist and benefit us in
many future cases.

Nakia Waggoner: Nakia is
an enthusiastic and invaluable contributor to the Office
of General Counsel and Litigation. We
were fortunate to have Nakia’s assistance in organizing thousands of pages
of documents generated during discovery in one of our federal cases. Additionally, Nakia has provided a memorandum of law regarding First Amendment rights that we are planning to add
to our resource library. Nakia has
elected to pursue additional research
regarding First Amendment protections
and we are looking forward to additional technical writings from this student.

the content and drafting of Councilmember Catania's bill addressing racial profiling and pretextual

Legislation Clinic:
Tackling Major Issues

Sheila Thorpe: Sheila has wroked
tirelessly with our Legislative Program, the Office of General Counsel
and Litigation and the Law Offices of
Clifford & Garde. We have benefited
from her many compelling memoranda
of law that include the extraterritorial
reach of the Sarbanes/Oxley Act, burdens of proof required for our clients
before the MSPB and evidentiary considerations for a jury trial. Sheila has
also assisted the Legislative Program
in completing a historical overview
and analysis of MSPB cases.

Nakia Waggoner
VOL. 10, NO. 1

During the Fall 2004 semester, the nine
students of the class of 2005 in DCSL's
Legislation Clinic tackled a wide array
of significant legislative projects. Five
were assigned to work with offices of
members of the D.C. Council. Damien
Bernache worked with the office of
Councilmember David Catania. In
that role, he analyzed and summarized
various bills pending before the D.C.
Council, including the Eyewitness
Identification Procedure Act, the First
Amendment Rights and Police Standards Act, the Home Court Amendment Act, the Electronic Recording
Procedures Act, the Prostitution and
Brothel Abatement Act, the Rehabilitation Services Program Establishment
Act, the Continuing Care Retirement
Communities Amendment Act, the
DMV Reform Amendment Act, the
Taxicab and Limousine Services Reform Amendment Act, and the Appointment of the Chief Medical Officer
Amendment Act. In addition, he monitored and summarized certain hearings
and roundtables of the Council, and
reviewed and analyzed the results of
certain studies and input on pending
legislation, including the study and recommendations of the State Education
Office regarding DC public and charter
schools. He also conducted extensive
research and provided input regarding
THE ADVOCATE

police stops. Janice Cheeks
worked with Councilmember
Jim Graham's office on various
projects; issues addressed included Council oversight of the
sale of the Randall School building, revising the definition of marriage in DC, and discrimination
protection based on gender identity. She drafted versions of a Human Rights Gender Protection
Amendment Act proposal and a
Marriage Definition Act proposal.

Lamont Edwards worked with
the office of Councilmember
Adrian Fenty, and drafted several
20
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bills, including a Prohibition on
Video Lottery Terminals Amendment Act, a Prohibition on Filing
Frivolous Petitions Act, a Hazardous Waste Penalty Act, and an Illegal Dumping Act. In addition, he
did considerable research into existing and pending D.C. legislation
addressing housing policies, including promotion of low income
housing. Working with Councilmember Kathy Patterson's office
and the Committee on the Judici-

Clinic Highlights

Karen Sawyer was assigned
to Councilmember Phil
Mendelson's office and focused primarily on three issues—use of
existing utility conduits for development

Karen Sawyer

ary, Leericka Lucas focused principally on two pieces of legislation—the Incompetent Defendants
Criminal Commitment Act and the
Omnibus Public Safety ExOffender Self-Sufficiency Reform
Amendment Act. For the Incompetent Defendants bill, Lee prepared a
detailed memorandum analyzing
the key points of the bill, summarizing the testimony received on
the proposal, and identifying suggestions for improving it. Likewise, on the Ex-Offender SelfSufficiency legislation, she drafted
a lengthy memorandum describing
the purposes of the bill, summarizing its key provisions, and providing detailed descriptions of the testimony received. Leericka's
memoranda were developed for incorporation into the Committee reports on the respective bills.

of a District telecommunications network, renewable energy legislation, and a
living wage proposal. On the utility conduits issue, she analyzed the existing
statutory provisions, summarized the District's and Verizon's positions, examined
proposed alternative language, and discussed the advisability of going forward
with amendatory legislation. On the renewable energy legislation, she analyzed
a recently passed Colorado Renewable
Portfolio Standard measure. Regarding
the living wage concept, she drafted a

memorandum clarifying how a living
wage differs from a traditional minimum wage, the need for a living
wage standard, the benefits for businesses of such a standard, how the
costs of a living wage would be absorbed, and the principal arguments
against such a standard; she also provided a summary of the testimony
received at a Subcommittee on the
Public Interest hearing on the issue
of a living wage.
Three Clinic students had legislative
project assignments with U.S. congressional offices. Tom Collinson
worked with Rep. Melvin Watt's
office, the House Committee on the
Judiciary, and the Subcommittee on
Commercial and Administrative
Law. To assist House Judiciary
Committee members' investigation
of voting irregularities during the
2004 presidential election, he organized an extensive collection of materials (both traditionally published
and on the internet) discussing election complaints and problems. He
also provided analysis and talking
points to Representative Watt in support of the Congressman's proposed
amendment to the 9/11 Commission
Recommendations Implementation
Act to call for the creation of a Civil
Liberties Board, with subpoena
power, for investigating claims of
civil liberties violations by the government. In addition, Tom prepared
an analysis of H.R. 4412, the Clarification of Antitrust Remedies in Telecommunications Act bill, that would
expand federal antitrust laws to address the telecommunications industry specifically, which entailed
analysis of Section 3 of the Clayton
Act and the Verizon v. Law Offices of
Trinko case. Finally, Tom prepared
a congressional statement commemorating the 30th anniversary of
the Legal Services Corporation.

Tom Collinson
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Clinic Highlights

Cherita Gonzales and Allen
Mohaber worked with the office of
Rep. Sanford Bishop. Both worked
on a proposal Rep. Bishop was developing for the prevention of abusive
litigation. The legislation would authorize attorney's fees for a prevailing
party in the absence of a justiciable
issue of law or fact asserted by the
losing party. Cherita developed an
extensive memorandum analyzing the
proposed bill, tracing the history of
the courts' methods for addressing
abusive litigation, identifying likely
supporters and opponents of the proposal, and suggesting some strategic
approaches. She also developed a
draft "Dear Colleague" letter for soliciting co-sponsors of the proposal.

Allen Mohaber
VOL. 10, NO. 1

Allen prepared a memorandum that
provided detailed analysis of the similarities and differences between the
proposal and existing Rule 11 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
Apart from the abusive litigation proposal, each also worked on other issues. Cherita prepared an analysis of
the H-2A temporary visa program for
entry of agricultural workers legislation. Allen drafted a lengthy memorandum on the problems African
American farmers face with discrimination in regard by the Department of
Agriculture, and of the testimony on
this issue received in hearings conducted by Subcommittee on the Constitution of the House Judiciary Committee. He also drafted a congressional statement honoring President
Jimmy Carter on his 80th birthday.
Galina Sergen worked with the General Counsel of the National Council
on Disability (an independent federal
government agency). Most of her
work focused on disability nondiscrimination requirements and their
implications for U.S. activities outside
the country and for the proposed U.N.
Convention on the rights of persons
with disabilities. She drafted a letter
on behalf of the National Council to
advise Senate and House conferees on
the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs Appropriations Act of the need to
strengthen the provisions relating to
protecting the rights of people with
disabilities. She prepared a memorandum discussing whether the U.S.
Agency for International Development has a clearly articulated disability policy in its Official Requests for
Proposals and Requests for Applications. She also prepared several
memoranda discussing relevant cases
in the U.S. for the consideration of the
U.N. Convention; these included information on independent living and
transportation issues, a summary of a
roundtable meeting on ConsumerTHE ADVOCATE

Directed Care in Behavioral Health, and
an extensive memorandum providing an
overview of educational rights of persons with disabilities. She also prepared a memorandum providing analysis of the application to the United Nations of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Galina Sergen

Juvenile Justice
During the fall semester of 2004,
law students in the Juvenile and Special
Education Law Clinic worked diligently
on special education matters, representing children with unmet special education needs, many of whom are involved
in the delinquency or the adult criminal
system. Each student had a minimum
of two cases assigned, with some advocating on behalf of as many as five or
six children. Ethan Wolf prepared
documents for a case pending in the
federal District Court for the District of
Columbia. Mr. Wolf also appeared in
that court representing a client who is
incarcerated in a
state prison in
Maryland and
who is attempting
to enforce an
agreement with
the D.C. Public
Schools on special education and
related services.
Ethan Wolf
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On behalf of
a client who is
incarcerated in a
federal prison,
John Irving had
a special education due process
hearing against
D.C.P.S. Mr. Irving served the
John Irving
hearing request
also on the Federal Bureau of Prisons,
but, claiming that the D.C.P.S. Student
Hearing Office lacked jurisdiction
over them, B.O.P declined to participate. Liz Eckhardt and Sara Hussain represented a child with unmet
special education needs who is facing

Liz Eckhardt

Sara Hussein

a criminal charge for drug possession
in school. They won a disciplinary
hearing and then began a special education hearing for that client. On behalf of her client, a young teenager in
a special education school, Patricia
Romulus found services that the client
can use as part of
his “compensatory
education” award
from a previous
special education
hearing. Michele
DeMao also lined
up services for her
clients. Debbie
Patricia Romulus
Anderson developed settlement
proposals on behalf of two siblings
with compensatory education rights to
special education services and who are
facing sanctions in criminal cases.
Victoria Kunkoski developed legal
theories for a client who is facing
criminal charges in both D.C. and
Maryland and who, as a result of trau23

gram for a client who
matic brain injury, is in need of
will soon be released
special education services. Jorge
from prison, and Ms.
Villavicencio attempted to get his
Catlett is also helping
client vocational services through
a client assert his
the Rehabilitation Services Adrights to special eduministration.
cation and related
In the spring semester of
services against the
2005, each law student in the clinic
Federal Bureau of
who is working with Professor
Prisons. Sunny
Tulman is advocating on behalf of
Eaton has appeared
individual children. Each law stuCynthia
Catlett
in court in the condent is responsible for at least two
text of a criminal
and at most six children. In addicase to advocate for
tion, each student working with
her client. She has
Professor Tulman is assigned to
also gone to a special
one of two federal lawsuits, each
education hearing,
of which is on behalf of a young
obtaining for her cliperson with unmet special educaent re-admission to
tion needs who is incarcerated in
school and a settlethe adult criminal system. As to
ment with D.C. Professor
Pub- Louise Howells
their individual casework, the
lic Schools for two
following is a sampling of the
and a half years of
law students’ work: Donald
compensatory educaPark is handling evaluation reSunny Eaton
tion.
quests, extended school year determinations, and IEP meetings
Professor Joe Tulman has continfor six sibued
to
speak at conferences and training
lings. Todd
sessions
around the country. In DecemBurns is
ber,
he
consulted
with advocates in Louhelping a client
isiana
regarding
how
to reverse the
to change her
“school-to-prison pipeline” in that state.
school placeIn January, he spoke at a state-wide trainment. Erica
ing in Mississippi on how to use special
Veazey is areducation advocacy on behalf of children
ranging special
in the delinquency system, and, under the
education serDonald Park
auspices of the National Association of
vices for two
Protection and Advocacy Systems
young people who are in the adult
(NAPAS), he also was on the faculty for a
criminal system. Andrew Sowell
three-day special education training of
has won a disciplinary hearing and
advocates from around the country who
is demanding evaluations and serwork in Protection and Advocacy systems
vices for clients. Megan Allburn
for people with disabilities.
is attempting to get an inclusion
placement for a client with great
Also in January, Tulman participated
artistic talent who has been denied
in
a
day-long
meeting in New York on
a free appropriate public education.
reversing
the “school-to-prison
Zoe Payne is helping to get
pipeline”
with
colleagues from,
afterschool services for a
among
other
organizations,
the
child in a private special
Harvard Civil Rights Project,
education school and atthe NAACP-Legal Defense
tempting to find a new
Fund, and the Southern Poverty
school for a child who is
Law Center. In February, Tulnot making academic proman participated in a day-long
gress currently. Cynthia
meeting sponsored by the NaCatlett is designing a comtional Association of State Dipensatory education proMegan Allburn
THE ADVOCATE

SPRING 2005

UDC David A. Clarke School of Law — In Service to the Community!
taneous to receiving
special education services while in school.
Both cases should go
to hearing before June 2005.

Clinic Highlights
rectors of Special Education Systems
and NAPAS to address the problem
of children with special education
needs disproportionately entering the
delinquency system. In March, Tulman addressed a nationwide audience
of state delinquency and neglect system directors in an on-line and telephonic conference call training on
special education rights of children
who are incarcerated. In April, Professor Tulman addressed an audience
of 250 probation officers, school personnel, and non-profit provider staffpersons at a conference in Suffolk
County on Long Island, NY. Also in
April, Tulman was the keynote
speaker in Los Angeles at a statewide
gathering of approximately 150 California public defenders who represent
children.
A number of clients represented
by the clinic are about to graduate
from high school in June. Two of
these clients
will no
longer be
protected under the Individuals with
Disabilities
Education
Act (IDEA).
In order to
prevent a
Tiese Crawford
lapse in services, Tiese Crawford and Sarah
Shah filed complaints with the D.C.
Office of Administrative Hearings
against Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA). In addition to
seeking funding for specific educational, vocational and independent
living-related services, both clients
seek declaratory relief. RSA maintains that it is not required to provide
direct services to special education
students while enrolled and attending
a D.C. Public School. The complaints
contend the statute and legislative
history mandate RSA to provide direct services to eligible clients simulVOL. 10, NO. 1

Housing Clinic
In Spring 2004, the Housing
Clinic represented a Latino family
facing an unlawful eviction from
their apartment. Hoping to remove all
the low-income tenants in the building in order to build luxury condos,
the landlord served all tenants with
defective and misleading "Notices to
Quit."
The notices wrongfully stated that
the tenants could rerent their apartments at a significantly higher rent, in
violation of DC law that gives tenants
the right to re-rent at the same price.
Also, service of the notice was not
proper, with the landlord failing to
follow strict procedural rules to ensure the tenants were properly notified.
The plaintiff-landlord (represented
by a big DC law firm) filed a motion
for summary judgment and we
shortly thereafter filed a cross-motion
for summary judgment. In July 2004,
DC Superior Court Judge Stephanie
Duncan-Peters granted our motion
for summary judgment. In a rare written opinion by a Superior Court
judge, Judge Duncan-Peters agreed
that the notice was defective and misleading, and therefore the family's
eviction would be illegal.
The decision was subsequently
published in the October 6, 2004 edition of the Daily Washington Law
Reporter.

Sarah Shah
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HIV/AIDS Clinic
At the start of the Fall 2004 semester, Professor Matthew Fraidin
joined Professor Joyce Stanley
Batipps as co-director of the HIV/
AIDS Legal Clinic. Professor Fraidin
succeeded Professor Natalie
Wasserman, who retired after seven
years of excellent teaching and service
in the HIV/AIDS community. Profes-

Klohver Tynes, Sorena Fallin, Courtney Duncil
amd Mark White

sors Batipps and Fraidin welcomed
twelve eager students to the clinic: Gracie Cook, Courtney Duncil, Sorena
Fallin, Zach Freeman, Tiffani Johnson, Lance Lee, Rica McKeveny,
Klohver Tynes, Roger "Mark" White,
Alton Williams, and an additional student. These students provided legal representation for the clinic’s clients who
are infected or affected by HIV/AIDS
and are among the District’s poorest citizens. Many of these clients, unfortunately, live in a world shrouded in secrecy, burdened by the gravity of their
illness, hiding any evidence of their infection from loved ones and not being
able to discuss their illness with friends
or family. Students learn early on about
the nature of the attorney/client relationship and of protecting their clients’ confidences.
Much of the substantive law taught in
the clinic is in the area of family law, Social Security disability law and in the
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drafting of advance directives such as
wills, living wills and durable powers
of attorney. The students represented
clients in Superior Court on matters
related to the transfer of custody of
children, divorce and domestic violence. Students Courtney Duncil,
Sorena Fallin, Gracie Cook, Alton
Williams, Zachary Freeman, Lance
Lee, Rica McKeveny, and Klohver
Tynes all demonstrated their budding litigation skills before judges
at the Superior Court. Lance Lee
and Zachary Freeman assisted clients in petitioning the court for
standby guardians "to step into the
clients’ shoes" in the event the clients could no longer care for their
minor children due to illness or
death, ensuring a seamless transition of caregivers for the children
during what likely would be a tumultuous time. Rica McKeveny represented the kinship caregivers of a
HIV-positive young boy in securing
his legal custody. Now, the family is
able to make healthcare decisions for
the child and to provide for his care
in the absence of his mother who is a
substance abuser. Klohver Tynes assisted a client in obtaining an uncontested divorce from her long estranged husband, allowing the client
to have closure and move on with her
life.
Further, many students represented their clients on Social Security
disability claims, arguing both in
written briefs and in oral arguments
the merits of their clients’ claims before Social Security officials and administrative law judges. Again,
Klohver Tynes was particularly effective in her advocacy for one of her
clients who has AIDS. The client
came to the clinic after having been
denied twice by the Social Security
Administration on her disability
claim, despite the severity of her illness. Mounting an impressive argument with stunning oral advocacy,
Ms. Tynes fielded difficult questions
from the administrative law judge
and proved her client’s case. The client, who has myriad ailments associ25

ated with her HIV infection, now is afforded a bit of comfort due to the modest benefits she currently receives.
Students Mark White, Lance Lee,
and Tiffani Johnson all authored strong
advocacy briefs, supporting their clients’ Social Security disability claims.

Zach Freeman and Rica McKeveny

While we are still awaiting decisions
on some of these claims, Mark White
was thrilled to learn that one of his clients recently prevailed and will begin
to receive long-awaited and needed
benefits. Rica McKeveny and another
student represented clients who were
charged by the Social Security Administration with having been overpaid

Lance Lee and Tiffani Johnson

thousands of dollars in benefits. For a
poor client to be told that he or she
must pay back thousands of dollars of
money already received and spent, is
frightening and devastating. Quickly
coming up to speed on what is an extremely complicated area of Social Security law, the students asked on behalf
THE ADVOCATE

of their clients for waivers of these
alleged overpayments, citing applicable regulations which supported the
clients not being at fault. One student
not only showed that her client had
not received excess benefit payments,
but upon the student’s investigation
into the matter, she revealed that the client,
in fact, had been underpaid and the client subsequently received several thousand dollars in
money owed to her.
In assisting clients
in planning for their
future, students drafted
various advance directives for their clients.
Rica McKeveny
quickly aided an ailing
client in putting her
healthcare wishes and directives in
written form and drafted the client’s
last will and testament. Further, Ms.
McKeveny memorialized the client’s
wishes with regard to her children’s
future caregiver. The client’s health
improved for a brief period, and she
was happy to reflect upon the fact
that she had been able "to get her
house in order." Unfortunately, she suffered another acute
illness but could rest
assured that she had
a plan in place for
the care of her children.
Our students have
made enormous contributions to their
clients’ lives and
wellbeing and are
gaining legal skills
and knowledge that
they will carry into
their professional lives. Moreover,
many have become aware of and are
sensitive to a population of individuals with whom, but for their experience in this clinic, they would not
have encountered. We believe the
students are better served as a result
of this exposure.
SPRING 2005

Law and Justice Community Service Program
The first course taken by UDCDCSL students, Law & Justice, begins
with the definition from legal philosopher, Edmond Cahn:
“Justice means the active process of
remedying or preventing what would
arouse the sense of injustice.”
First-year law students meet daily
with Edmond Cahn’s son Edgar, but
the course does not end with classes. It
includes a requirement of 40 hours of
community service that enlist students
in ongoing struggles that give new
meaning to that definition. Student essays are now recounting some of their
contributions:

National Asian Pacific American
Legal Consortium (NAPALC) consumed far more than 40 hours building support for passage of the Filipino
Veterans Equity Act: researching the
historical background, creating a database containing all contacts, chronicling prior unsuccessful legislative
efforts, participating in a veterans
rally, assisting with preparation for
press conferences, helping with the
logistics and staffing of NAPALC’s
8th annual American Courage Awards
including an award to the Japanese
American Military Intelligence Ser-

Interning with DC Prisoner’s Legal Services project meant researching female inmate rape and interviewing prisoners concerning health care.
Direct contact with women in prison
yielded “vast stories” about life experience and awareness of the appalling state of health care in correctional
systems for Alterik Wilburn. The
presence of students sheds light on
dark places where correctional officials rarely acknowledge fault and
typically assert that the prisoners are
lying. The exposure generated a determination to continue working in this

The Rescission Act of 1946
stripped Filipino soldiers drafted into
the US military service in the Philippines during World War II of their
status as US veterans, depriving them
of eligibility for such veterans benefits
as health care, disability compensation,
pension, burial, housing loans, education and vocational rehabilitation. To
Pamela Montana Eclar, daughter of a
career Navy sailor and herself a former
military officer, justice meant engaging
in the struggle to redress that injustice.
Her community service with the

vice WWII Veterans for their
invaluable linguistic skills
said to have saved over 1 million American lives and other
awards acknowledging courageous advocacy and efforts at
empowerment that have built
bridges for the Asian Pacific
American community. Her
commitment and her engagement have now taken on continuing life for Pamela
Montano Eclar, as newly
elected President of the UDCDCSL’s Asian Pacific American Law Student Assn chapter.
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area – and an expanded awareness of
the meaning of these words, penned
by George Bernard Shaw over a century ago:
“Judges spend their lives in consigning their fellow creatures to prison;
and when some whisper reaches
them that prisons are horribly cruel
and destructive places, and that no
creature fit to live should be sent
there, they only remark that prisons
are not meant to be comfortable;
which is no doubt the consideration
that reconciled Pontius Pilate to the
practice of crucifixion.”
26

Nearly a dozen students have served as
judge advocates for the Time Dollar Youth
Court, where a jury of teenagers weekly
handles between twenty and thirty nonviolent teenage offenders. One essay recalls
how one juror explained to an offender that
friends who get you into trouble are not your
friends. Others describe how jurors struggle
to get beyond merely imposing hours of
community service as a sentence and try to
think of ways that this experience can become a turning point in that youth’s life.
One such sentence included a requirement to
write a five-page essay on the topic “how to
be a leader, not a follower.” Frequently, juries seeing the humiliation expressed by the
parent will sentence the youth to an apology
for the pain he or she has caused their parent, and somehow, that ends up generating a
hug, an embrace, and often tears. The scale
of involvement by UDC law students has
helped lift the youth court from a pilot program to the cornerstone of a communitybased system of juvenile justice. This year,
nearly all offenders are sentenced to eight
weeks of jury duty so that youth themselves,

including respondents, are becoming the first line of defense to prevent their peers from penetrating
deeper into the system. Recidivism
has been sharply reduced.
The range in types of community services continues to expand.
This year it includes interning for
Superior Court judges, the Attorney General’s office, with a private law firm trying to halt illegal
waste dumps near housing complexes, with Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Services and the
Equal Justice Center.
The Law and Justice course,
combined with the community service, preserves a fundamental
commitment of this school: to provide the legal profession with
graduates who have first-hand
knowledge of injustice – and firsthand experience in efforts to remedy or prevent it.

Community
Service Program

Fair
Photos on these pages from our annual Community Service Fair attended by D.C. government agencies and public interest organizations seeking the assistance of
UDC-DCSL first-year students.
Participating organizations:
Alliance for Justice
American Association of
Retired Persons (AARP)
American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
ASHA
Center for Immigration,
Law & Practice
Covenant House
Democracy in D.C. Coalition
D.C. Prisoners
Legal Services Project
D.C. Zoning Board
Federal Bureau of Prisons
Empowered Women International
HALT!
Americans for Legal Reform
Manna, Inc.
Neighborhood Legal Services
Time Dollar Youth Court
U.S. Attorney General,
Washington D.C.
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Women’s Law Society Faculty (and Staff) ROAST!
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The Annual Roast was a great success, with skit after skit (after skit after
skit!) Crowd favorites included John Geddie’s Separated at Birth slide show likening, among others, Aaron Taylor to ET,
Joe Libertelli to Kenny G, and Queen Shelley Broderick to Camilla Parker Bowles.
At left, top row, we have Bob Davis’ Ann
Richardson in poignant soliloquy. Next,
Tom Mack graciously accepts a welldeserved Kiwi Sheep Award. John Geddie’s Joe Libertelli is pictured presenting
a high-tech Advocate admonition to 3Ls to
work on their resumes. Next, we see
Mack’s fleeting joyful expression at the
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Advocate announcement of his betrothal to
Will McLain, pictured one row down with
both sons. (Mack, regaining his composure,
then loudly claimed he “only married him
because he was pregnant!”)
Alicia Robben’s pearled out Dena
Bauman was a big hit. Matt Fraiden was
able to share his maiden roasting with his
sister, who apparently didn’t know he was
one of Michael Jackson’s special friends.
Everyone admitted that Leah Golshani
looked nice in a beard, loved Jeremy
Schroeder’s split, and were greatly relieved at the tasteful modern editing of the
Wizard of Oz skit.
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Galina Sergen, Sara Hussein, and
John Terzano pleased the crowd with
their reprisals of past years’ Richardson,
Waysdorf and Mack, respectively—
though the crowd was also pleased Terzano was able to change the words
around a bit this time and add some new
material!
As is often the case, the 3Ls experienced a bad case of “Senioritis” but finally, the good news is that the team of
experienced emergency law school resuscitators did succeed—in amusing the
crowd, at least. (And we did see the patient walk off afterward….)
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Rauh Equal Justice Works Summer Fellowship Program

D

espite compensation levels
just over that of minimum
wage, thirty-five UDC-DCSL
students devoted Summer 2004
to full time public interest legal
work through the Joseph L.
Rauh Jr. Chapter’s Equal Justice Works Summer Fellowship
Program. Through this program — uniquely guaranteed to
all first-year law students at
UDC-DCSL — EJW Fellows
provide a minimum of 400
hours of legal work to area public interest organizations, government agencies and judges.
UDC-DCSL’s Joseph L.
Rauh Jr. EJW Summer Program
works at a variety of levels. On
the one hand, students provide
vitally needed service to organizations and clients. At the same
time, students learn substantive
law in areas of particular interest to them, deepening their
commitment to public service.
They also make personal and
professional connections that
often result in employment opportunities.
In addition, the stipend of
$2,500, while meager by most
standards, helps students make
ends meet. In combination with
the School of Law’s vigorous
student scholarship fundraising
efforts, tuition is kept low —
another crucial factor enabling
UDC-DCSL grads to accept
lower-paying, but rewarding
public service positions.
On the following pages you
will find excerpts from the Fellowship Reports provided by
some of our students.
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UDC-DCSL Annual EJW
Public Interest Summer
Fellowship Fair
Each year the School of Law hosts an Equal Justice Works Summer
Public Interest Fellowship Fair for organizations and agencies interested in the services of a UDC-DCSL first-year law student. Students
get to meet staff members—often alumni of the School of Law—and ask
questions about the organization and its work in an informal setting.
This year the demand was greater than ever!
Participating organizations in the February Fair included:
AARP Legal Counsel for the Elderly
American Immigration Lawyers Association
Boat People SOS
Amer. Fed. of Gov’t Employees Local 12
Amer. Fed. of Gov’t Employees, Women's & Fair Practices Depts
D.C. Council – Office of Kwame Brown
D.C. Hunger Solutions
District of Columbia Office of the Attorney General
D.C. Office of Human Rights
D.C. Rental Housing Commission
D.C. Vote
Government Accountability Project
HALT—Americans for Legal Reform
Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia
Loudoun County Public Defender’s Office
Manna, Inc.
MD Office of the Public Defender
National Aeronautics Space Administration
National Council of Negro Women
National Association of the Deaf
Neighborhood Legal Services Program
Office on Vieques Fellowship of Reconciliation
Pan American Health Organization
Time Dollar Institute
UDC-DCSL Clinics
U.S. Board of Veterans Appeals
U.S. DOJ, Office of Attorney Recruitment and Management
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of Enforcement
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
U.S. IRS, Office of the National Taxpayer Advocate
U.S Mint
U.S. Postal Service
U.S. Shadow Senator for the District of Columbia
U.S. Social Security Administration, Office of Hearings and Appeals
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UDC-DCSL Students In Demand at Equal Justice Works Fellowship Fair!

At the annual EJW Fellowship Fair,
the D.C. Office of Human Rights and
U.S DOJ (top left and right) are always popular with students.
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A number of alumni recruited students, including Bob Aguirre, ‘78, of
the Pan American Health Organization (seated above, center), Sharlene
Kranz, ‘02, with D.C. Councilmem-
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ber Kwame Brown (below left), and
Carolyn Waller, ’77, of the Center
for Immigration Law and Practice
(below, seated in center).
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Rauh Equal Justice Works Annual Auction Ties Record!
In what appeared to the naked eye to
be an amazing display of last-minute,
seemingly out-of-nowhere, brinkswomanship by Rica McKeveny,
Christy Mason-Spurgeon, Leslie
Shedd and their pals, the EJW team
pulled off a stunning, amazing, record-tying $17,000 auction, equaling
the work of last year’s EJW team!
At the event itself, a high degree of
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organization was evident, with
apparently well-trained teams
covering decoration, registration, “Chinese” auction ticket
sales, and a crack team at the
all-important BAR.
Late-breaking fabulous donations of a signed Modigliani
print by Marco Kulich, a
Daumier print by Edgar Cahn,
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and a week at a beach house in Rehoboth over
Labor Day weekend by new DCSLF Board
member Robert Hall, combined with many
other terrific donations to drive up the “take,”
which will provide partial support this summer’s anticipated bumper crop of fellowships.
Among the many top donations were a
beach weekend by alumna Marcia Bove, two
hours with fundraising consultant Beth Grupp,
a Lake Champlain weekend by alums Bea Valdez and Chris Young, TWO weekends at Auctioneer Tom Mack’s Shenandoah Cabin, fabulous jewelry donated by Laurie Morin’s
Hoopla store. Dean Broderick who donated
baseball tickets also “won” more than any other
bidder, purchasing both Mike and Maggie
Rauh Crab Feasts—as well as numerous other
items.
D.C. Council Chair Linda Cropp, Councilmembers Kwame Brown, Phil Mendelson
and Carol Schwartz and D.C. Shadow Senator
Paul Strauss, Jack Olender, UDC Provost
Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke, and UDC VP
Ernest Jolly donated lunches and/or shadow
days. Former Councilmember Jim Nathanson
donated a beautiful Navajo rug. Sen. Strauss
also donated four Nationals’ tix!
Other cool donations were made by President William Pollard (a gallon of home-made
ice cream!), Ed and Lane Bruskie (dinner for
8 at the bidder’s home!), a weekend in the
Hamptons, NFL tix from Blair Miles (that’s
right, the Advocate doesn’t use the “R” word!),
breakfast for five at the Tabard Inn, a kayak
outing, a cocktail party for 20 donated by
DCSLF Board Member Page Wilson, a sail
with Skipper Ed Allen, a signed NFL star
photo from alumna Juli Wyatt, puppy training,
voice lessons, sushi classes, riding lessons,
symphony tickets, living wills, a strongbox
filled with rubies, emeralds & multi-carat diamonds, ten kilos of enriched uranium, and...

32

VOL. 10, NO. 1

THE ADVOCATE

33

UDC David A. Clarke School of Law — In Service to the Community!

Youth Court Report
2004 was a milestone year for the Time Dollar Youth
Court. It was the year that the Department of Mental
Health’s director, Dr. Marti Knisely, promised the DC
Council that the Youth Court would divert 500 youth from
the juvenile justice system. Over 600 juveniles were diverted
from multiple sources: the police, prosecutors, courts, and
schools and 470 Youth Court hearings were conducted. With
first-time, non-violent juvenile offenses in the District of Columbia totaling approximately 1,000 per year,
the magnitude of the Youth Court’s
caseload in 2004 proves that it has the
potential to become a force for systemic change and a cornerstone of juvenile justice in the District.

meeting of youth from South Africa, Jamaica and the
United Kingdom. They had spent the summer preparing, developing their public speaking skills and learning how to function as a team. Their presentation of the
Youth Court was so powerful and effective that top
ranking police officials in Great Britain have made a formal commitment to launch a Youth Court in some of
London’s most troubled neighborhoods. And youth
delegations from Capetown and Kingston went home
declaring they would create Youth
Courts in their home towns.
Second, youth who have been
truant from school are now serving
their sentences as tutors of first
and second graders – and they are
doing a brilliant job as tutors and
as mentors having a direct positive
impact on children just beginning
school who had been having academic problems but who now have
an older buddy helping them over
the rough spots; when the tutor
earns 50 Time Dollars for hours
that exceed their community service sentence, both the tutor and
the tutee earn a recycled computer.
Over 35 computers have been
earned this past year.

Recidivism reports compiled
every month from a review of police
records confirm that we have reduced
the recidivism rate to 7% for the first
six months following arrest. After that,
the recidivism rate climbs to 17% for
the 12 months following arrest – but
that is still considerably better than the
30-33% recidivism rate for first time
offenders who were simply sent home
and No Papered before there was a
Youth Court.

Third, the DC Public Schools
entered into an unprecedented
2004 was the year when Youth
Professor Edgar Cahn
Memorandum of Understanding
Court hearings were actually conducted
with the Youth Court to create
in the Superior Court’s own courtrooms
opportunities for young people charged with truancy to
at 500 Indiana Ave. The setting sends a message to the ju“develop hidden potential, reduce risk factors and build
rors and to the offenders: this is real. The “system” is really
the intellectual resilience necessary for their future sucentrusting the job of reducing delinquency to youth. And
cess.” That really means that young people missing
not just “model” youth. Every respondent is sentenced to be
school are now being seen as potential assets with somea juror, to be trained as a juror, and to question, provide adthing to contribute by tutoring younger students and by
vice, and determine the sentence of other offenders who may
serving as a Youth Court juror. Signed by the new Suhave done just what they did several months earlier. Youth
perintendent, Clifford B. Janey, this signals a new partCourt is demonstrating that the real wealth of this city is its
nership between the Youth Court and the school system
young people, including those young people who make misto shift from deficit mode to asset mode – and to begin
takes and who get into trouble. They have something unique
tapping the capacity of those very youth who were most
to offer: peer justice. And they are doing as much or more to
at risk of losing the future that education makes possiadvance the rule of law and to prevent crime as any group in
ble.
this city.
And they are doing more than reducing delinquency.
There are three major achievements in 2004 that deserve
special mention:
First, eight jurors, four of them previous offenders,
made international history representing the United States
when London’s Black Police Association paid their way to a
34

2004 was a year of system building on many fronts
and a year in which the Youth Court proved that it is a
uniquely effective intervention. But an intervention is
not a panacea. We are witnessing clusters of assault
cases that tell us that many of our youth find themselves
in situations where they feel they have no choice but to
fight. And for them, the best defense is often a preemptive strike.
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We see cases where the particular offense – truancy or running away or joy riding – is clearly acting out, clearly a symptom that speaks to a more complex pathology based in problems at home or school or
elsewhere.
The Youth Court tackles these problems where we have the greatest leverage
and the greatest chance of success – where
young people first cross the line drawn by
the law between acceptable and unacceptable behavior. To us, the arithmetic is
clear:
Intake + a jury of teenagers + hours of
community service + jury training + 8
weeks as a juror listening to other teenagers
who made mistakes + Time Dollars as a
reward for doing the right thing +
LifeSkills Training + the opportunity to
join a Youth Court Service Club =
enough to shift the odds, to build on all the
strengths and all the hope and all the talents
and dreams these young people have. But
at the same time, the evidence shows that
without real reinforcement, the Youth
Court’s impact will wear off. We can’t
wave a magic wand and fix that youth’s
entire world. But we can begin to find ways
to enable that young person and that family
to utilize the strengths and talents they have
to cope with the unpredictable but inevitable challenges that each day brings, to
build a future and above all, to keep hope
alive.
We are clear that we won’t be able to
do that alone. We will need to partner with
others. And above all, we will need to find
ways to work with these wonderful young
people and their families to build their own
peer group, to create their own support networks, to prevent and to remedy the injustices they confront, to hold public institutions and public officials accountable, to
create new avenues of opportunity, to be
heard as stakeholders and shareholders, and
together, to build the kind of world that we
want for all people.
We have no magic fix, except to believe that these young people have one
piece of the answer we all are looking for.
— Edgar S. Cahn
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John H. Pickering, our lawyer,
our great friend, and our stalwart financial supporter died
last month at the age of 89 after many years of public and
private law practice during
which he steadfastly advocated pro bono support for the
poor and disadvantaged. Mr.
Pickering successfully represented the School of Law in
an action with the D.C. Control Board that resulted in the release of the capital funding necessary for
building out the School’s current facilities at the University. A Member
of the Board of the DC School of Law Foundation, he and his law firm,
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering, provided ongoing financial support. A
source of continuous sage advice and steady moral support, his friendship will be sorely missed.

Dean Broderick:
On the Road Again!
On February 5, 2005 Dean
Broderick served as a panelist in Salt
Lake City, Utah, at the American Bar
Association Dean's Workshop, on
"The Dean's Leadership on Curriculum Reform." Nearly 130 law
school deans discussed the ABA's
new curriculum study and the Best
Practices in Legal Education Society.
She also spoke in Baltimore at the
Mid-Atlantic Black Law Students
Association Conference, on a panel
addressing "Creating and Maintaining Education as a Priority" in February, 2005. Earlier, in January of
2005, the dean spoke in Virginia at
the Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO) Mid-Winter Seminar, on "The Bar Examination: You
Can Pass It!" Keep on Truckin'
Dean!

University Alumnus
Pledges $100,000!
UDC Director of Development
Christal M. Cherry announced that
alumnus John Douglas ’72 (Federal
City College) has signed an agreement with the University of the District of Columbia Foundation to esTHE ADVOCATE

tablish an endowed scholarship in
the amount of $100,000 in mathematics to honor retired professor
Dr. James E. Joseph., the founding Chair of the department of
Math at Federal City College,
who inspired Mr. Douglas while
he was a student.

Neglect Practice Institute
The 17th Annual Neglect Practice
Institute, was held March 7-8 at
the UDC David A. Clarke School
of Law for the Bar Association of
D.C. Child Abuse and Neglect
Lawyers. Called “C-CAN Lawyers,” these attorneys accept cases
assigned to them by Judges of the
Superior Court for abused and neglected children. Sponsored by
the BADC's Foundation, the event
was a success on all fronts: wellorganized, substantive, collegial,
well-attended, and thanks, in part
to the support of UDC-DCSL, it
ran on budget. BADC hopes we
will be returning to UDC for the
18th NPI, during next year's
spring break.
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The Bar Counsel

All members of the class received:

by Professor James Gray
The Class of 2005 has just completed the School of Law’s second
Bar Skills Enhancement Program. The majority of the class were
able to commit 90 minutes each Monday and Wednesday from January to March to a series of not-for-credit workshops designed to:
•reinforce and improve their test-taking skills with regard to multiple
choice test items;
• sharpen their essay writing skills (issue spotting, issue-fact pairing,
signposting, preparing templates);
• begin recalling information learned as 1Ls and 2Ls and identifying
the gaps and weaknesses in their knowledge of the six fundamental
MBE subjects; and
• finally, prepare them generally to make effective use of their fullservice and limited service bar preparation courses.
In putting together this year’s and last year’s programs, the Bar
Passage Task Force chose to label the workshop series as a “Bar
Skills Enhancement Program” rather than a “Bar Preparation Program.” There were two reasons for doing so. First, the Task Force
members subscribe to the position that bar preparation begins at orientation and that students are building the necessary skills for taking
the bar in each and every law school course. Second, the Task Force
wanted to make clear its view that this program was intended to serve
as a bridge for 3Ls to the commercial bar preparation courses–
whichever one(s) they choose--and that the workshop series was in no
way meant to be a substitute for those courses.
On the weekend of April 8th-9th, the members of the class completed the final phase of the workshop series. They spent several
hours in a simulated MBE test as part of a seven hour workshop on
mastering the multistate subjects conducted by PMBR’s Regional Director, Donna Zimmermann. On Friday afternoon, students were
given initial pointers on the MBE. Saturday morning, they took a 50item exam (1/4 of the 200 items on an actual MBE) and then Professor
Zimmerman “deconstructed” the questions, pointing out the reasoning behind the “correct” answers and the flaws with the distracters.
Members of this class who successfully completed the program
and who successfully complete the regular course in Remedies will
qualify for a UDC-DCSL bar preparation scholarship. In addition, all
members of the class have received the set of PMBR workbooks and
have been signed up for a PMBR 3-day MBE program.
Professor Derek Alphran, Mason Academic Success Program Director, and I currently serve as Bar Task Force Co-Chairs. The two
of us coordinated the Program and taught review classes in Criminal
Law and Property respectively. Judge Pryor (Criminal Procedure),
Professors Gellhorn (Contracts), Mack (Evidence and Torts), McLain
(Constitutional Law I), and Terzano (“The MEE Template Approach”) provided substantive review and test-taking support in their
various areas. The Coordinators thank these colleagues as well as
the other members of the faculty who expressed their readiness to assist in any way possible.
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The Spring 2005 Bar Skills
Enhancement Program
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1.A faculty mentor to consult with on course
and bar selection
2.A copy of Strategies and Tactics for the
MBE (Walton and Emmanuel, Aspen)
3.A set of PMBR workbooks
4.Early Bird enrollment in PMBR’s 3-day
workshop series.
Members who participated
in the workshop series
were exposed to:
1. Weekly “preview” lectures on the different MBE subjects
2. Testing (usually MBE items) on the previous week’s subject
3. Presentations and workshop on Mastering the MultiState Performance Test
4. Presentations and workshop on preparing
for the MEE (and other essay exams) using
the “Template Method”
5. MBE workshop by PMBR Regional Director Donna Zimmerman
In the course of the semester, participating students should have answered
over 300 MBE items and been exposed to
essays in a variety of MBE and essay subjects.
Students should also be prepared to:
practice, practice, practice!
The Bar Task Force wishes the Members of the Class of 2005 success on the
bars they take over the next months. In the
theater, you wish people success with a
phrase that suggests the opposite (and a
possible Torts action), namely:
“Break a Leg!!!”
And by the way, always remember to
“Answer the Call of the Question! ”

SPRING 2005

The Ten Best Practices
of Successful Bar Exam Takers
Last May, the law school brought in Professor Michael Hunter Schwartz of
Western State Law School in California to conduct a faculty workshop on
the topic of “expert learning.” He subsequently shared with Professor Alphran his Ten Best Practices of Successful Bar Exam Takers:

Successful Bar Takers:
1.

Realize that they can pass the bar on the first try.

2.

Study thousands of hours for the bar exam.

3.

Recognize the importance of memorization of large amounts of
information for the bar exam.

4.

Recognize the importance of practicing all three parts of the bar
exam and getting feedback on their practice efforts.

5.

Are experts in their own learning.

6.

Seek help whenever they need it.

7.

Do not procrastinate and establish a schedule with study periods,
rests, repetition of subjects and overlearning.

8.

Note bar review courses’ predictions about what subjects will be on
the bar exam but realize that such predictions can be and often are
wrong.

9.

Do not go into the bar exam exhausted because they are short on
sleep.

10. Recognize that each question is a new opportunity and they therefore
ignore how they performed on one question when moving on to the
next question.
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Office of Career Services

Paul Wolf, ‘05 “conducting opposition research” by listening to JAG Corps Recruiters.

Alum Jim Hudson, ’98, is active in the
U.S. Army Reserves

Beginning with August orientation for the Class of 2007, law students have taken advantage of the
many opportunities to learn about a
wide variety of careers and hone
their job search skills.

the fair. In October, many students
attended the Equal Justice Works Job
Fair, meeting and interviewing with
dozens of public interest and government employers from around the
country.

In Fall 2004, the School of Law
hosted the U.S. Department of Justice; the District of Columbia’s Office of the Attorney General; Tamra
Testerman ’04, representing the
Presidential Management Fellow
program; and the Judge Advocate
General Corps. During these programs, representatives of these offices spoke about summer and academic year internships and permanent jobs with their organizations.

Another important milestone for
the Career Services department was
the publication this fall of a Career
Service Manual. The Manual contains information about and passwords to on-line subscription resources such as the Federal Government Honors Handbook and PS Law
Net, detailed information on how to
prepare a resume and write cover letters, as well as guides on such popular topics as networking. Extra copies
of the Manual are being distributed
to alumni on a first-come, firstserved basis.

The School of Law also hosted
the Washington Bar Association,
which brought D.C. Superior Court
Judge Arthur Burnett to talk to a
large group of students about the
many advantages of clerking for a
judge.

Congratulations to
Tiffani Johnson, ‘05, who will be clerking for
D.C. Superior Court
Magistrate Judges in the Fall!
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Students also participated in two
off-campus recruiting events. In September, students participated in
“Speed Networking 2004,” hosted by
The George Washington University
School of Law. At the program, students spoke with representatives of
many public interest firms in DC.
Carlos Piovanetti ’06, obtained a
fall internship with Ayuda through
THE ADVOCATE

In January 2005, the Class of
2007 resumed their career services
orientation with a resume and cover
letter workshop. Students learned
about common pitfalls to avoid and
how to write a great cover letter.
Many students put those skills to
good use at the Greater Metro Washington DC/Baltimore Public Interest
Job fair, hosted by the George Mason
School of Law. Students interviewed
with a wide variety of employers.
Dena R. Bauman,
Director, Career Services
SPRING 2005

Another Successful Fair
By Jay Stewart
On Saturday, February 26, the
UDC David A. Clarke School of Law
hosted the Washington Bar Association’s Second Annual Career Fair for
First Year Law Students. The fair
took place from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm in
classrooms throughout the school.
Nearly seventy students from DC area
law schools took part, as did over
thirty employers and scores of attorney volunteers. The organizers felt
that the event was a success,
and expressed gratitude to the
law school for providing the
space.
The Washington Bar Association is the District of Columbia’s voluntary bar association focused primarily on advancing the interests of African
American attorneys. Founded
in 1925 by Charles Hamilton
Houston, George E.C. Hayes,
and other luminaries, the WBA
is an affiliate of the historically black
National Bar Association. Led by
President Felicia L. Chambers, the
Washington Bar seeks to advance the
administration of justice, and to mentor law students, particularly members
of the Black Law Students Association.
The event began with a training
program geared towards providing law
students with the tools to succeed in
job interviews, and in law firms.
Dean Shelley Broderick extended a
welcome on behalf of the school. The
Honorable Erik Christian made remarks on behalf of the WBA Judicial
Council. WBA Young Lawyers Division Chair Jamila Hoard shared her
insights about the importance of establishing relationships within the legal
community.
Ray Millien, co-author of From
Finals to Firms and an attorney for
American Express, offered helpful
hints for achieving success as a junior
associate. His advice was to become
one’s own “CEO, COO, and CTO.”
In other words, novice attorneys
should develop a career plan, guard
their finances wisely, and make use of
VOL. 10, NO. 1

technology to enhance their work
product. Ray also emphasized the importance of cultivating relationships in
all areas of the firm, networking with
the firm’s rising stars and also developing close bonds with support staff.
The latter, he emphasized, could make
or break one’s experience at a firm
through helping or ignoring a young
lawyer as he or she learned the ropes.
Career Services Director Traci
Mundy Jenkins from the Washington
College of Law at American University spoke next, explaining the do’s

Following the training program,
the law students were invited to meet
one-on-one with employers, to test
their interview skills in conjunction
with members of the WBA, including
those in the Young Lawyers Division,
and to submit their resumes for critique
by WBA volunteer attorneys. The students were able to move from room to
room in order to participate in each experience.
Among the many employers in
attendance were the Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia, Beveridge & Diamond, the ACLU-National
Capital Area, the Public Defender Service of D.C., the
Federal Communications
Commission, and the US
Department of Homeland
Security Transportation Security Administration Office
of Civil Rights. The US Department of Justice was well
represented, with attorneys
on hand from the Civil DiviToni Fashola mock interviewing with Tyrona DeWitt, ’02
sion Torts Branch, the Civil
Photo by Jay Stewart.
Division Appellate Staff, and the
Criminal Division Counterand don’ts of resume writing for law
Terrorism Section, to name a few.
students. She talked about interview
Other employers—such as Washington
protocol, following up with employers
Gas, the American Psychological Assoafter each meeting, and researching
ciation, and the DC Office of Police
their firms or government agencies
Complaints—were unable to attend,
ahead of time. Traci stressed the imbut provided materials and collected
portance of neatness, punctuality, and
student resumes. Several small firm
people skills in securing a position
representatives and solo practitioners
right out of law school.
were in attendance, including the Law
Michael Robinson and Constance
Offices of Green & Foushee, the Eaton
Wynn from the US Department of JusLaw Firm, PLLC, the Bell Law Firm,
tice role played mock interviews with
and Keith Watters & Associates.
one another to demonstrate both good
The event ran well past its schedand poor interview skills. They culled
uled concluding time, with employers
from their own experiences as interinterviewing law students until 2:30
viewers for the DOJ a few highlights
pm. The organizers were exhausted
and lowlights to act out for the audibut pleased at day’s end. Of particular
ence’s benefit. Afterwards, Michael
importance was the opportunity afaddressed the assembled students diforded to David A. Clarke School of
rectly, coaching them on the imporLaw students to partake of the career
tance of preparation to discuss glitches
options presented to them at their own
in their academic records or time gaps
institution. The Washington Bar Assoin their resume. He shared his views
ciation career fair planning committee
as someone who reviewed hundreds of
hopes that the students will continue to
resumes about the importance of brevbenefit from this budding relationship
ity and clarity.
between the bar and the law school.
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Law Library Life

Prof. Gene Shipp
Named D.C.
Bar Counsel!

by Brian Baker, Director

UDC Clarke School of Law Adjunct Professor Wallace E.
(Gene) Shipp, Jr., has been
named as Bar Counsel for the
District of Columbia Office of
Bar Counsel.

Charles N. and Hilda H. M. Mason
Law Library

Gene initially joined the D.C.
Office of Bar Counsel in 1980
and served as Deputy Bar
Counsel from 1984 until his appointment this week as Bar
Counsel. He has substantial experience to serve in that role. He
had three tours of duty as Acting Bar Counsel in D.C.
A 1972 graduate of Washington College of Law at American
University in Washington, D.C., Gene was in private practice
in the Washington area from 1973 through 1980, handling
more than 80 civil and criminal jury trials. Since joining the
Bar Counsel’s office, he has argued more than 65 cases before
the District of Columbia Court of Appeals. Gene was the 29th
President of the National Organization of Bar Counsels, was a
member of the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Lawyer Responsibility for Client Protection, a Delegate
to the District of Columbia Court of Appeals Judicial Conference, and a former Panelist in the Criminal Practice Institute.
In 1998, Gene was elected an ABA Fellow. In 2002, he received the NOBC President’s Award for a lifetime of achievement in lawyer regulation. Gene devotes innumerable hours in
support of educational and community activities in Howard
County, Maryland, and he lectures frequently on ethics for the
District of Columbia Bar and local law schools. He has made
more than 50 presentations on ethics and disciplinary practice
as part of the Mandatory CLE Course for new members of the
District of Columbia Bar.

It has been a very busy spring semester so far in the
Law Library. The librarians have made numerous
research presentations in the Legislative, HIV, Juvenile Justice, and Community Development Clinics.
In addition, the demand for reference assistance from
the Law Library patrons has dramatically increased
this semester – that’s a very good thing!
I want to remind all the UDC-DCSL students that
UDC provides them with excellent email capabilities.
The email is web-based and uses Microsoft’s Outlook Web Access. To use it for the fist time, you
need to be on campus and go to the UDC student
email intranet page at http://stu.in.udc.edu. Once
there, scroll down and choose option 3 to activate
your account. Read the directions closely. The student email domain is smartchoice, and the username
follows the firstname.lastname style. Your initial
password will be your Social Security number. Your
new password must be at least six (6) characters and
use letters AND numbers.
Once your account is activated, you should point
your browser to http://email.udc.edu to log in. If a
pop-up window appears about a security certificate,
simply click on yes. Following that, a dialogue box
will appear asking for your username and password.
You MUST enter the domain name as well. So, the
username will be in the smartchoice\firstname.
lastname format and the password will be the one
you just created. If you are using your personal computer, click the box to save the information so you
don’t have to type it again.
If you have any questions or problems using the system, feel free to email me or drop by my office.
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Student News & Events
Law Review

Will Europe Demand
Voting Rights for DC?
3L Jeremy Schroeder is working on it. Jeremy is working
under the guidance of Rauh
Professors Wade Henderson
and William Robinson to inspire the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (www.osce.org) to demand full federal voting rights
for District citizens. The organization, composed
mainly but not exclusively of representatives of European countries, was asked by then-US Secretary of
State Colin Powell, to serve as the official international
observers of the US 2004 election. OSCE’s Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)
has chided the US over DC voting rights, but the organization has yet to use its full powers to convince the
U.S. to enfranchise citizens of its capital.
Jeremy has completed a draft resolution to bring before
the OSCE parliament, and is now working to assemble
supplemental materials. The petition alleges that by denying Washingtonians voting rights, the US is out of
compliance with the OSCE treaty, which it has signed
and ratified. Jeremy will need 21 votes from the OSCE
Parliament assembly to bring the petition forward. He
is optimistic that with the help of Professor Henderson,
the 21 votes can be found to bring the issue to the full
assembly. He’s more realistic about his chances for a
good grade, however, saying, “Since Professor Robinson is in charge of the grading, I’ll probably have to
win voting rights for the District in order to get an A.”

Law Review Editor in Chief – Matt Bromeland
Deputy Editor in Chief – Surraya Colbert
Managing Editor – Laura Perry
Articles Editor – Amy Loveridge
Notes Editor – Christine Mason Spurgeon
Symposium Editor – Nakia Waggoner
Legal Developments – Dipti Pidikiti.

Matt Bromeland and Blair Miles
Student Bar Association
Student Bar Association President - Blair Miles
Vice President - Jeffrey Marcum
Treasurer - Libby Quattrocchi
Corresponding Secretary - Surrayyah Colbert
Chair of Student Services - Debra Topor
Chair of Special Events - Leslie Shedd
Chair of Community Relations - Amy Ward
Chair of Academic Standards - Afsoun Samsar
Newsletter Chair - Anilia Arneus
3L Senators:
Stacey Cobb
Bob Davis
Jeffrey Cardone
Dipti Pidikiti
Sunny Eaton

MGM v. Grokster

2L Senators:
Heather Molina
Elnur Veliev
Meredith Saladyga
Chris Leone
Marc Borbely

At left is Cindy Cohn,
Legal Director for the
Electronic Frontier Foundation and lead Grokster
attorney addressing
UDC-DCSL students.
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Student News & Events
Women’s History Month

For Women’s History Month, the
School of Law invited two of its closest and most wonderful friends, the
Honorable Inez Smith Reid and the
Honorable Julia Cooper Mack, both
of the District of Columbia’s highest
court, the D.C. Court of Appeals. The

Judge Reid, also a Board Member of
the DC School of Law Foundation,
provided a fascinating informal history of the modern women’s rights
and civil rights movements through a
personal biography of her friend and
colleague, Judge Mack!

Pictured above left and at right is Judge
Inez Smith Reid. Above, from left, UDCDCSL Black American Law Student Association President LaRuby May, ‘06, Judge
Reid, Judge Julia Cooper Mack, UDCDCSL Women’s Law Society President Kim
Fahrenholz, and Dean Shelley Broderick.

Women’s Law Society
The Women’s Law Society sponsored
a recent panel discussion focusing on
women attorneys in the workplace that
featured D.C. Superior Court Judge

42

Kay Christian. Judge Christian is
well known and widely respected for
her tough decision three years ago to
keep D.C. public schools closed until
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they were properly repaired and prepared for schoolchildren.
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A Meeting with Saddam Hussein’s Lawyer!
The School of Law recently
hosted at talk with Dr. Curtis
Doebbler, international human
rights lawyer and scholar, who is

one of two Americans, along with former
U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark, who
is part of the legal team attempting to provide representation to former Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein.

Several students expressed interest in working with Dr. Doebbler
on this and other of his many fascinating and important cases.

Dr. Doebbler described Saddam’s
circumstances of detention which
involve numerous egregious violations of the norms of American international law. None present
could fathom the basic question,
“Why would the U.S. not want to
provide a model legal process for
Saddam—to show the world what
a fair legal system is like?”

How the U.S. Gets Away with Murder
On April 12, the UDC-DCSL Rosa
Luxemburg Collective presented Michael Mandel, Professor of International Law from Osgoode School of
Law, York University, Toronto, Canada, and author of the book How America Gets Away with Murder. Mandel
was joined by Brian Becker of the Party

for Socialism and Liberation and International ANSWER coalition.
Mandel and Becker made the
provocative argument that international law- including that designed to
prosecute war crimes—is not designed to address the biggest of all
war crimes—that of aggressive, non-

defensive war. Further, they argued,
international criminal and war criminal law actually serves the purposes
of the victorious aggressor by lending legitimacy to the punishment of
their victims.

Debbie Anderson, ‘05, Adrianna Vlacich, ‘07, Brian Becker and Professor Michael Mandel

Socialist Worker(s) Visit UDC-DCSL
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UDC BLSA Chapter Named for Hon. William C. Pryor!

This past winter, in a moving ceremony in the Window Room,
the School of Law’s Black American Law Student Association (BLSA) chapter renamed itself for one of the School of
Law’s most beloved professors, the Honorable William C.
Pryor. Know for his teaching excellence, warm smile and
gentle nature, his broad experience as a lawyer and his high
expectations for all students, Judge Pryor was unable to attend
due to ongoing obligations at the D.C. Court of Appeals where
he continues as a Senior Judge. His wife Elaine Pryor, however, pictured below and at right, ably stepped in and accepted
a token of appreciation on his behalf from the new UDCDCSL Hon. William C. Pryor Chapter of the Black American
Law Students Association!
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Top row: BLSA Vice
President Dr. Elena
Tilley, ‘06; BLSA
President LaRuby
May, ‘06; Asst. Dean
Vivian Canty.
Center Row: Mrs.
Elaine Pryor and the
Hon. William C.
Pryor!
Below right: Tiese
Crawford, Daphne
Brown, Vivian Canty,
Camille Tilley, Stacey
Cobb, Dr. Elena
Tilley, Nakia
Waggoner, LaRuby
May, and Prof. Christine Jones.
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JAG - Recruiting and Protest

On Thursday, March 24 the DCSLUDC student chapters of the National
Lawyers’ Guild (NLG) and the International Law Students’ Association hosted
a “Counter-Recruitment” event to protest
the presence on campus of recruiters
from the Judge Advocate General (JAG)
corps. The NLG and ILSA invited Sam
Legg to come and talk about his experiences as a conscientious objector during
World War II and his work with the
American Friends Service Committee in
France after the war.
Between 20 - 25 people gathered in
the foyer in front of the DCSL reception
area to hear Sam discuss his confinement
as a conscientious objector. He spoke
about his voluntary participation in an
experiment conducted by the government where he and 35 others were
starved to determine the long term effects starvation would have on prisoners
of war and how to best care for them.
Sam lost a significant amount of weight
in the study and he showed graphic photos comparing him at his healthy weight
and photos of his emaciated body that
were taken at the end of the experiment.
This experience changed Sam’s understanding of hunger and starvation and
led him to a greater appreciation for the
differences that exist between people
46

who are well-nourished and those
for whom hunger and malnourishment are constant threats. He
explained how our work ethic in
the West is sustained because we
are well-fed and the fear of hunger is far removed from the everyday experience of most people.
Furthermore, he said that our expectations are shaped by our own
well-being and that we apply unfair and unrealistic standards to
people from other countries
where hunger and malnutrition
affect everyday life in noticeable
ways from illness, to energy levels and general outlook on life.
Sam’s message was that we
all bear the responsibility to be
informed about what is going on
in the world and that our conscience and sense of justice
should guide our actions. He
stated his beliefs about the confusion that is evident when citizens
believe they can differentiate between “good” killing such as the
casualties from bombing Germany during the war and a “bad”
killing such as the German bombing of Coventry in England.
Sam’s actions as a conscientious
THE ADVOCATE

objector were guided by his Quaker
faith and a moral sense that killing
another human being is never justified. His own life is a testament to
the power of service and compassion
illustrated most effectively by the
many lives he touched when he returned to France after the war and
helped to repatriate French Jewish
refugees (many of them children).
Students were inspired by Sam’s
dedication to peace and service and
his commitment to his Quaker faith.
Congratulations to the student organizers of the NLG and ILSA for providing an energizing and thoughtful
program to “counter-recruit” and proSPRING 2005

Counter
Counterpoint!
Last week I had the amazing
opportunity to interview with the
United States Army and Air Force
J.A.G Corps. Both representatives
were full of information and
brimmed with enthusiasm about
their careers. I walked away with a
clear understanding of the missions
of the United States Air Force and
Army J.A.G. Corps. UDC-DCSL,
as an outstanding public interest
and service law school should, gave
its students one of the best opportunities to carry put this mission,
through gaining knowledge on the
practice of military law.
The experience of the JAG interviews showed me our law school
is truly committed to diversity.
I feel that many of the ideals
our school prides itself on are the
very same interests the military is
protecting at home and abroad. A
clear example of this was seen
through many of our students taking part in an alternative program
with students using their freedom of
speech to protest certain issues they
have with military policies.
After meeting with one of the
JAG representatives she said to me
that she thinks it’s great that people
are standing up for what they believe in. After hearing this I realized one of the remarkable things I
have learned in my eight months
here at UDC is that people aren’t
afraid to stand up and voice their
opinions.
Martin Luther King, Jr. once
said, “Not everyone can be famous
but everyone can be great. Because
greatness is determined by service.”
Having the JAG Corps come in and
give a program presented an additional opportunity for all UDC student’s to carry out our mission of
public interest and service.
— Jamie Carroll, ‘07
VOL. 10, NO. 1
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Alumni Reunion
Each year the School of Law hosts
reunions centering on classes celebrating multiples of five years of their
graduation. This year, the founding

Antioch School of Law Class of
1975 returned in number and holed
up for hours in the Faculty Study,
trading professional—and personal—life stories before joining the
fray in the Firebird Inn with the

other classes. 1985 and 1995 were
also quite well represented. The Class
of 1980, however, with only eight
members present, vowed to work with
the School of Law on a second try for
a 25th reunion later this year!

U. S. Supreme Court Bar
Each year, the School of Law organizes two United
States Supreme Court Bar Admissions events—one on
an oral argument day and one on a non-argument day.
Applicants must be members in good standing of the
highest bar in their jurisdictions, fill out an application
and pay a $100 fee to be eligible. They must also have
the sponsoring signatures of two attorneys who are already a member of the Supreme Court Bar who can
attest to their fitness. As many members of the School
of Law faculty and administration are members of the
Supreme Court Bar, the School of Law can assist
alumni with this last requirement. For more information, contact Joe Libertelli at 202-274-7338
or Jlibertelli@Udc.edu
48

New Supreme Court Bar Members and their significant others!
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Above left Gwen Williams, Zee Stewart, Corliss Clemonts, Steve Jackson, Linda Lee and Desiree Matthews, Class of ‘85.
Above center, a jubilant founding ASL Class of ‘75. Above Right, Steve Jackson and Linda Lee, ‘75

Above left—members of the Class of 1980 vowed to hold a bigger 25th reunion later this year. At right, the Class of 1995 was SERIOUS about their
reunion and were reputedly barely recovered from a Friday night reverie when Saturday night rolled around!

Above, John Brown, and Lester Cuffie, ‘86. Above right, Alan Ebert and “peacenik” Manuel
Rivera, ‘85. At right, in foreground Josh Kricker and Tony Penoso, ‘85 reminisce.
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Advocates for Justice and
Education in Southeast
Washington
Years ago, UDC Law’s Juvenile Justice Clinic law professors Joe Tulman,
Suji Sutler and Mary Hynes realized
that the majority of children they and
their law students were representing in

needs. Putting the pieces together,
they began to advocate for IEPs from
the DC Public School system for kids
with special needs who were in trouble with the law. And, as they succeeded in obtaining these plans —
often including special services and
placements, the judges, knowing full
well that the juvenile jails often served
as little more than “finishing school

Clarke School of Law, Special Ed
Clinic law students Kim Jones and
Beth Ann West learned this form of
advocacy, represented clients—and
wanted to do more. Based on their
UDC training, they created Advocates
for Justice and Education, Inc.
(AJE) (see www.aje-dc.org), a D.C.
non-profit organization dedicated to
helping kids and their families.

At a recent AJE event, from left, Vanita Snow, ‘97, Prof. Gay Gellhorn, Kim Jones, ‘96, Tammy Seltzer, ‘96, Rochanda Hiligh-Thomas, ‘97

juvenile justice proceedings had unaddressed special educational needs.
These kids had problems — both emotional and cognitive — that made learning difficult for them. Their failure at
school typically lessened their selfesteem and thus encouraged them to
seek elsewhere for approval, often from
older kids or peers sometimes involved
in drugs, theft and other crime.
The professors also knew that federal
education law guaranteed
“Individualized Educational
Plans” (IEPs) for all children who could
be shown to have special educational
50

for criminals,” were often willing to
give the new plans a try. As a result, a
new form of juvenile justice advocacy
was born – and the School of Law’s
Juvenile Justice and Special Education
Clinic staff began to train judges and
attorneys in the District – and then in
literally dozens of states around
America.

According to West, “We started AJE
to help educate and motivate parents,
those working with parents, and kids
themselves about the laws that govern
special education and related services — and the consequences of institutional negligence and/or inappropriate classification of students with
special needs.”

The law professors have also trained
many UDC law students who are now
practicing attorneys in the District and
across America. In 1996, while in
their third year at UDC David A.

“AJE also directly advocates for appropriate diagnosis and classification
of students with special needs appropriate educational placements and related services,” she explained.
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After their graduation, both worked
AJE maintains a Parent Training and
full time for AJE. Later, in 1999,
Information Center, which houses a
Jones accepted a position as National
comprehensive resource library and
Advocacy Director for the National
training center in a low-income comAssociation of Community Action
munity that traditionally would not
Agencies, an organization serving hun- have had access to this informadreds of local
Community Action agencies
across the country. In 2004, she
returned to AJE,
re-joining a team
that boasted the
recent addition of
two experienced
litigators: her law
school classmate
Vanita Snow, and
Rochanda
Hiligh-Thomas,
’97, both of whom
had served indigent WashingtoniVanita Snow, Kim Jones, and Rochanda Hiligh-Thomas
ans for several
years as attorneys for Neighborhood
Legal Services and consequently had
tion. The Center offers parents inforbroad experience in the wide range of
mation on the laws of special educaproblems that can beset District famition, specific disabilities, the latest relies.
search on treatment and interventions,
and adaptive technology. Sessions are
Ms. Snow explained, “Unlike other lospecifically designed to clarify legal
cal groups, AJE can provide direct serobligations and rights, assist parents
vices such as individual representation
and advocates in the preparing for eduin situations when the intervention of a
cational meetings and conferences, and
third party is necessary to ensure that
to orient the individual on the various
appropriate services are being made
services available for children with
available to a family in need.”
special needs. A Parent to Parent
Program provides a supportive netShe added, “Parents of children with
work of peers and a six-week training
special needs have a desire to know
that focuses on educational advocacy,
more about their child's disability, its
the laws supporting special education
impact on their family, and the support
and related services, and leadership
that is necessary for the child to thrive
skills.
and grow—physically and intellectually. We provide community education AJE’s Transition Advocacy Project
through our workshops and seminars
provides youth age 13-18 with support,
which are free to the families we
advocacy, information, and training in
serve.”
order to improve their involvement in
their educational planning. AJE proAccording to Jones, “Suji (Sutler) was
vides parents with guidance on the role
the inspiration… Not only was she the
of the child in transition planning and
inspiration, but she was intimately incan serve as a mediator between parent
volved in our development and continand young person when disagreements
ues to be.”
arise in goal planning sessions.
In order for this program to reach
VOL. 10, NO. 1
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greater numbers of youth, we have
developed a comprehensive outreach
and engagement strategy for the
youth involved. In addition, we have
chosen to have a special emphasis on
children suffering from emotional,
anti-social,
and mental
disorders who
are truant,
most at risk
for dropping
out, or becoming involved
in the delinquency system.

Defying the financial odds for startup
non-profits, AJE has continued to
grow and now boasts a staff of
nine. They are supported by federal
grants, private foundations and numerous individual donations. To find
out more about this worthy organization, visit www.aje-dc.org or call
(202) 678-8060. AJE is located at
2041 MLK Jr. Ave., Ste. 205 in
Southeast DC.

Award Winning Prof. Susan Sutler!
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Memorial for John H. Pickering
from his Law Firm — Wilmer,
Cutler, Pickering, Hale & Dorr
It is with great sadness that we announce the
passing of our founding partner and friend John
H. Pickering, who died at age 89 on Saturday,
March 19, following a stroke. In the countless
awards and honors he received, John was recognized for his brilliant legal work, his advocacy of pro bono service, his dedication to the
cause of equal justice, and his promotion of the
highest standards of ethics and professionalism
in the law. John’s ideals shaped our firm from
its very beginning; he inspired and taught us by
living those ideals each and every day.
John has often been described as a family
man, for he was a devoted husband, father, and
grandfather. John was also a family man in the
sense of collegiality and caring he brought to
our firm. He was kind, humble and funny, and
always took a personal interest in young lawyers and staff.
John had a career-long partnership with
his close friend, Lloyd Cutler. In 1962 they
founded Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering, with just
19 lawyers. John and Lloyd led the firm to international renown. The firm merged with Hale
and Dorr in 2004, forming Wilmer Cutler
Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP. John took enormous pride in the firm’s growth and development, encouraging his colleagues to go in new
directions.
John had a distinguished career as an appellate lawyer. An expert in Supreme Court
practice and procedure, he had a major role in a
number of high-profile cases, including the
"steel seizure" case defining the limits on presidential authority (Youngstown v. Sawyer), the
attempted ouster of Congressman Adam Clayton Powell from the House of Representatives
(Powell v. McCormack), civil rights (NAACP v.
Claiborne County, Mississippi ), physicianassisted suicide (Washington v. Glucksberg and
Vacco v. Quill) and the University of Michigan's use of race as a factor in admission decisions (Grutter and Gratz).
John was passionate about civil rights,
combatting the effects of race discrimination,
encouraging pro bono legal services for the
poor, and protecting the rights of the elderly.
For his efforts on behalf of these causes, he
received numerous awards and accolades from
organizations including the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, National Women's
Law Center, Council for Court Excellence, Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia and
National Council on Aging.
In 1996, John was named "Lawyer of the
Year" by the Bar Association of the District of
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John H. Pickering, our lawyer, our great friend,
and our stalwart financial supporter died last
month at the age of 89 after many years of
public and private law practice during which
he steadfastly advocated pro bono support for
the poor and disadvantaged. Mr. Pickering
successfully represented the School of Law in
an action with the D.C. Control Board that resulted in the release of the capital funding necessary for building out the
School’s current facilities at the University. A Member of the Board of the
DC School of Law Foundation, he and his law firm, Wilmer, Cutler &
Pickering, provided ongoing financial support. A source of continuous
sage advice and steady moral support, his friendship will be sorely missed.
Columbia. In 1998, he received the
William J. Brennan Award of the District of Columbia Bar. In 1999, he received the ABA Medal, the highest
award of the American Bar Association, for "conspicuous service in the
cause of American jurisprudence." For
his work for civil rights, social justice
and the needs of the elderly, in 2002
John was given the Robert F. Drinan
Distinguished Service Award by the
ABA's Section of Individual Rights and
Responsibilities. In 2004, he received a
Lifetime Achievement in the Law
Award from The American Lawyer.
John was President of the District
of Columbia Bar from 1979-80 and
was active in organizations concerned
with the administration of justice. In
the American Bar Association, he
served as delegate from the District of
Columbia to the ABA House of Delegates. He was also a committed alumnus of the University of Michigan,
which awarded him an honorary LLD
degree in 1997, and the University of
Michigan Law School. He delivered
the Law School's commencement address in 1992, and his law firm established the John H. Pickering Scholarship in his honor.
John was also known for his
sense of humor and humility. His first
court appearance was in the Supreme
Court in 1946. As a former clerk to
Justice Murphy, he was asked by the
Court to represent an indigent party. He
later said, "I couldn't have said no even
if I'd wanted to. So I argued my first
case in the Supreme Court. I was
brought back to earth the following
week. My second court appearance was
a traffic case in the old Municipal
Court. I defended a chauffeur on a
change of lane violation—and I lost."
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The presentation that accompanied
the ABA Medal said, "As a heroic public
servant, John Pickering has given a voice
to thousands of voiceless Americans and
has inspired a new generation of lawyers to
rise above self-interest to help make society a better place. As a courageous advocate, caring mentor, and continuous force
for good in the legal profession, he has set
the standard for what it means to be a lawyer. He has made a legendary contribution
to American law and society and his spirit
will live on in the lives of all he has
touched."
Born in 1916 in Harrisburg, Illinois,
John received his A.B. in 1938 and his J.D.
in 1940 from the University of Michigan.
After law school, he began his career at the
New York firm now known as Cravath,
Swaine & Moore LLP. In 1941, he moved
to Washington, DC to accept a two-year
clerkship with Justice Frank Murphy of the
United States Supreme Court. During
World War II, he served his country with
distinction, first as an Ensign and then as a
Lt. Commander in the US Naval Reserve.
After World War II, he resumed his legal
career in Washington, DC.
John was devoted to his family. He
was married for 47 years to Elsa Mueller
Pickering who died in 1988. In 1990, he
married Helen Patton Wright, the widow of
US Circuit Chief Judge J. Skelly Wright.
In addition to his wife, Helen, he has a
daughter, Victoria Aronoff of Bethesda,
Maryland; a daughter, Leslie Pickering
Francis of Salt Lake City, Utah; a stepson,
James S. Wright, Jr., of Washington, DC;
and six grandchildren: Sarah, Laura and
John Pickering Francis; Andrew and Jeffrey Aronoff; and the late Sarah Aronoff.
We will miss John and will always be
thankful for all he gave to us and to our
profession.
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